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June 1

The Writing on the Wall: God’s Message to a Proud King
(Daniel 5:1-30)

Have you ever heard the phrase “the writing on the wall”? It usually means that something
bad is about to happen—and you can see the warning signs. That phrase actually comes

from the Bible, from a dramatic moment in Daniel chapter 5.

In this story, a proud king throws a wild party, but the night ends with a shocking message

from God—and a powerful reminder that we must never forget who’s really in charge.
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A Party Full of Pride

The story begins with King Belshazzar, the ruler of Babylon. He throws a huge party for
1,000 of his guests. During the feast, he makes a big mistake: he orders that the gold and

silver cups taken from God’s temple in Jerusalem be brought to the party.

The king and his guests drink from these sacred cups while praising their false gods made

of gold, silver, and stone. They show no respect for the one true God.

The Mysterious Message

Suddenly, something strange happens. A human hand appears out of nowhere and begins

writing on the palace wall.

The king is terrified. His face turns pale, and his legs shake. He knows this is serious, but he

doesn’t understand what the writing means.

He calls for his wise men and astrologers, hoping they can explain it—but none of them

can.

The Queen’s Suggestion

Then the queen steps in. She remembers a man named Daniel, who had helped King
Nebuchadnezzar many years earlier. She tells Belshazzar that Daniel is wise and full of

understanding—and that he can interpret the message.

Daniel Confronts the King

Daniel is brought before the king, who promises him rewards if he can explain the writing.

But Daniel refuses the gifts. He isn’t interested in riches—he’s interested in truth.

Daniel reminds Belshazzar of what happened to Nebuchadnezzar, who became proud and
had to learn the hard way that God is the one who gives power and takes it away. Unlike

Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar hasn’t learned this lesson.

Daniel tells the king plainly: You knew all this, but you still chose to dishonor God.

The Writing Revealed



Now Daniel explains the writing on the wall. The words were:
MENE, MENE, TEKEL, PARSIN.

Here’s what they mean:

o MENE — God has numbered your days. Your time as king is almost over.
 TEKEL - You’ve been weighed on God’s scales and found lacking.
e PARSIN — Your kingdom will be divided and given to others.

Even though it’s a harsh message, Daniel tells it truthfully.

A Sudden End

That very night, the message comes true. Belshazzar is killed, and the kingdom of Babylon

is taken over by the Medes and Persians. Just as God had said, his rule comes to an end.

What We Can Learn

This powerful story reminds us of three important truths:

 Pride can lead to destruction when we forget to honor God.
» God sees everything we do, even the things we try to hide.
e God’s truth matters more than power or wealth. Daniel stayed faithful and told the truth,

even when it was risky.

Final Thoughts

The story of Belshazzar and the writing on the wall is a clear reminder: Don’t ignore God.
He is the one who gives us life, time, and everything we have. We must stay humble, honor

Him, and live in a way that pleases Him.

When we stay faithful like Daniel, we can face anything—even a message written by the
hand of God.

June 2



Daniel in the Lions’ Den: Faith That Stands Strong
(Daniel 6:1-28)

The story of Daniel in the lions’ den is one of the most famous in the Bible. It’s a powerful
example of how trusting God—no matter the risk—can lead to amazing results. Let’s walk

through what happened and what we can learn from Daniel’s courage.

Daniel’s Success Brings Attention

Daniel was an older man by this point, living in a foreign land called Babylon. A new king
named Darius was ruling. Darius liked Daniel and saw that he was honest, wise, and

trustworthy. So he planned to put Daniel in charge of the whole kingdom.

This made some of the other leaders jealous. They didn’t want Daniel to have so much

power, and they looked for a way to bring him down.

A Sneaky Plan to Trap Daniel

The jealous officials watched Daniel closely, hoping to catch him doing something wrong.
But Daniel was faithful in everything. The only “fault” they could find was that he prayed
to God every day.

So they came up with a clever trap. They convinced King Darius to sign a law saying that,
for 30 days, no one could pray to any god or person except the king. If anyone disobeyed,

they’d be thrown into a den full of lions.

The king signed the law, not realizing it would affect Daniel.

Daniel Chooses to Pray Anyway

Daniel knew about the new law, but it didn’t stop him. Just like always, he went up to his

room, opened the windows toward Jerusalem, and prayed to God three times a day.

The officials were waiting. They caught him praying and quickly reported it to the king.

The King’s Regret and Daniel’s Trial



When King Darius heard what happened, he was heartbroken. He didn’t want to punish
Daniel, but the law couldn’t be changed. With a heavy heart, he ordered Daniel to be

thrown into the lions’ den.

Before sealing the den, the king said, “May your God, whom you serve faithfully, rescue

2

you.

A Night in the Lions’ Den

That night, the king couldn’t sleep. He didn’t eat, didn’t listen to music, and kept thinking
about Daniel. At sunrise, he rushed to the den and called out, “Daniel, has your God saved

you?”

To his great relief, Daniel answered, “My God sent His angel and shut the lions’ mouths.

They didn’t hurt me because I was innocent before Him—and before you, O king.”

Daniel was lifted out, completely unharmed.

God Is Praised and Justice Is Done

The king was overjoyed. He ordered the men who had plotted against Daniel to be thrown

into the lions’ den—and they didn’t survive.

Then King Darius made a public announcement, praising Daniel’s God as the living God

who rescues and saves. From that day on, Daniel continued to do well under the king’s rule.

What We Can Learn from Daniel

This story teaches us some powerful lessons:

 Stay faithful: Daniel didn’t let fear stop him from praying and honoring God.

e Do what’s right: Even when it’s unpopular, it’s important to stand up for what you
believe.

e Trust God: Daniel didn’t know what would happen in the lions’ den, but he trusted God

to be with him—and He was.

Final Thoughts



You might not face actual lions, but you may face pressure to give up what’s right or hide

your faith. Daniel’s story reminds us that God is with us, even in the toughest situations.

When you choose to honor Him, you can be sure—He sees it, He’s with you, and He’s able

to protect you.

June 3

Running from God: Jonah’s Journey from Storm to
Salvation (Jonah 1:1-2:10)

Have you ever tried to avoid something you knew you were supposed to do? That’s exactly
what happened with Jonah. He was a prophet—someone God used to deliver messages. But
when God gave him an assignment he didn’t like, Jonah ran. This is the story of how that

went and what we can learn from it.

God Gives Jonah a Mission

One day, God told Jonah to go to a city called Nineveh. The people there were doing many
wrong things, and God wanted Jonah to warn them. But Jonah didn’t want to go. Nineveh
was a powerful city, and Jonah may have feared the people—or simply thought they didn’t

deserve a second chance.

Jonah Runs the Other Way

Instead of going to Nineveh, Jonah ran in the opposite direction. He boarded a ship headed
to Tarshish, far away from where God wanted him to go. Jonah was trying to hide from God

and ignore what he’d been told to do.

But here’s the thing: you can’t hide from God.

A Storm at Sea

God sent a strong storm that shook the ship. The sailors were terrified. They started praying
to their own gods and tossing cargo overboard to lighten the load. Meanwhile, Jonah was

asleep deep inside the ship.



The captain woke him up and said, “Get up and pray to your God!” They were desperate for
help.

Jonah Tells the Truth

The sailors wanted to find out who caused the storm. They cast lots—a way of choosing by
chance—and it pointed to Jonah. He confessed that he was running from the one true God.

He told them the only way to calm the storm was to throw him into the sea.

Into the Sea

At first, the sailors didn’t want to do it. They tried to row back to shore, but the storm got

worse. Finally, they prayed for forgiveness, then threw Jonah into the water.

The moment Jonah hit the sea, the storm stopped. Amazed and in awe, the sailors began to

worship God.

A Great Fish

God didn’t leave Jonah to drown. He sent a huge fish to swallow him. Jonah was in the

belly of the fish for three days and three nights.

It was dark, scary, and probably smelly—but it was also a place of mercy.

A Prayer from the Deep

Inside the fish, Jonah prayed. He thanked God for saving him from drowning. He admitted
his need for help and promised to obey. Even in that strange place, Jonah turned his heart
back to God.

A Second Chance

God heard Jonah’s prayer. He told the fish to spit Jonah out, and it did—right onto dry land.
Jonah got a fresh start and another chance to do what God had asked.

What We Can Learn

Jonah'’s story shows us a lot about God and ourselves:



We can’t run from God’s plan, no matter how far we try to go.

God sometimes uses storms to get our attention and turn us back to Him.

Even in our lowest moments, God is near and listens to our prayers.

God is merciful and gives us second chances.

Final Thoughts

Jonah’s journey from running away to being rescued reminds us that God is patient and
kind. He doesn’t give up on us, even when we make big mistakes. If you’ve ever run from
something you were meant to do, take heart—God can still work with a willing heart, even

if it took a storm to get there.

June 4

Second Chances and Surprising Grace: Jonah’s Story
Continues (Jonah 3:1-4:11)

Jonah'’s story isn’t just about a big fish—it’s about a big God who gives second chances.
After Jonah tried to run away from God and ended up in the belly of a fish, he prayed, and
God rescued him. But that wasn’t the end of the story. In chapters 3 and 4, we see what
happened when Jonah finally went to Nineveh—and how God responded with amazing

mercy.

God Gives Jonah Another Chance

After Jonah was spit out by the fish, God gave him the same assignment again: “Go to
Nineveh and give them My message.” This time, Jonah obeyed. He went to the great city

and prepared to speak.

Jonah’s Simple but Serious Message

Jonah didn’t say much. He walked through the city and shouted, “In forty days, Nineveh
will be destroyed!” It was a warning, plain and simple. No long speech, no fancy words.

Just a call to take God seriously.



Nineveh Turns Around

What happened next was surprising. The people of Nineveh believed Jonah’s message.
They fasted, wore rough clothing (called sackcloth), and stopped doing evil. Even the king
stepped down from his throne, put on sackcloth, and told everyone to pray and turn away

from violence. He said, “Who knows? Maybe God will have mercy on us.”

God Forgives the City

And that’s exactly what happened. God saw how the people had changed their ways, and
He decided not to destroy the city. Instead of judgment, He showed mercy. The people of

Nineveh were given a second chance.

Jonah Gets Upset

You’d think Jonah would be happy. But he wasn’t—he was angry. He said, “This is why I
didn’t want to come here! I knew You are a kind and loving God, slow to get angry and

quick to forgive.” Jonah even said he would rather die than see Nineveh saved.

God Teaches Jonah a Lesson

Jonah left the city and sat outside, hoping something would still happen. God made a plant
grow to give Jonah shade, and Jonah was glad for it. But the next day, God sent a worm to

destroy the plant, and Jonah was miserable again.

God asked, “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?”” Jonah said yes. Then God
replied, “You care so much about a plant that lived only a day. Shouldn’t I care even more

about a city with thousands of people—and animals too?”

That’s how the story ends: with a question. God wants Jonah—and us—to think about what

really matters.

What We Can Learn
Jonah'’s story shows us some important truths:
» God gives second chances—to prophets like Jonah and to people like those in Nineveh.

e When people truly turn to God, He responds with kindness and forgiveness.



» God’s mercy is for everyone, even people we might think don’t deserve it.

» We shouldn’t be more concerned with our own comfort than we are with other people’s

lives and well-being.

Final Thoughts

Jonah didn’t like that God was so forgiving, but that’s what makes God so wonderful. His
love 1s wide, deep, and available to everyone who turns to Him. Jonah’s story challenges us
to check our hearts: Are we willing to see people the way God sees them? Are we thankful

for grace—not just for ourselves, but for others too?

God’s grace may surprise us, but it’s always good.

June 5

The Word Became Flesh (John 1:1-18)

The Gospel of John starts in a unique and powerful way. It doesn’t begin with a baby in a
manger or a family tree—it begins with something much bigger: the story of Jesus from
before time even began. These first 18 verses in John tell us who Jesus really is and why He

came.

Let’s walk through it together.

Jesus Was There in the Beginning

John opens by calling Jesus “the Word.” This might sound unusual, but it means Jesus is the

one who reveals God and speaks His truth to the world.

John says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God.” That’s a big statement. It means Jesus wasn’t just born into history—He has always
existed. He was there with God before anything else was made, and in fact, everything was

created through Him.

Light in the Darkness



Next, John describes Jesus as the light of all people. His light brings life. That means Jesus
helps us see what is true, right, and good. And no matter how dark the world seems, that

light cannot be put out. Evil and darkness don’t stand a chance against Him.

A Man Named John Pointed to Jesus

There was another man named John—John the Baptist. His job was to get people ready for
Jesus. He wasn’t the light, but he came to help others recognize it. He told people to turn

back to God and prepare their hearts for someone greater.

Jesus Came to the World He Made

Jesus entered the world He created, but many didn’t recognize Him. Some ignored Him.
Some even rejected Him. That can sound surprising—why wouldn’t people welcome their

Creator?

But the good news is that not everyone turned away. John writes that anyone who does
believe in Jesus is given a brand new identity—they become children of God. Not because

of their family, background, or efforts, but simply because of God’s love.

The Word Became Human

One of the most powerful verses in the Bible is John 1:14: “The Word became flesh and
lived among us.” That means Jesus became fully human and walked among us. He wasn’t
distant or far off—He moved into our neighborhood. People saw Him, listened to Him,

touched Him. He was full of grace and truth.

Jesus didn’t just come to teach or perform miracles—He came to show us God’s heart in a
real, personal way.

Endless Grace Through Jesus

John reminds us that while Moses brought the law from God, Jesus brought something even
deeper: grace and truth. Jesus came to forgive, to help, to guide, and to heal. Through Him,

we receive grace upon grace—more than we could ever earn or imagine.

Jesus Makes God Known



John finishes this section by saying, “No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son,
who is Himself God... has made Him known.” In other words, if we want to know what
God is like, we just need to look at Jesus. His kindness, wisdom, compassion, and love

show us exactly who God is.

What This Means for Us

John 1:1-18 is more than just an introduction to a book—it’s an invitation to believe.
 Jesus has always been with God and is God.

e He came to bring light and life to the world.

» He offers a fresh start and a place in God’s family to anyone who believes.

o He shows us what God is really like—full of love, grace, and truth.

If you’ve ever wondered who Jesus is or what God is like, John’s Gospel gives a beautiful

answer: Look at Jesus. He is the light that still shines in the darkness.

June 6

A Promise in the Silence: Zechariah’s Encounter with an
Angel (Luke 1:5-25)

The Gospel of Luke begins with a quiet but powerful story. Before Jesus is born, God starts
preparing the way by giving a special promise to a faithful couple. Their names are
Zechariah and Elizabeth.

This story reminds us that God often works in the background, even when we think nothing

1s happening. Let’s walk through their story together.

A Faithful Couple with a Longing Heart

Zechariah and Elizabeth were a godly couple. Zechariah was a priest, and both he and his
wife were known for following God’s ways. But even though they had lived good lives,

there was something missing—they had no children.



They were now very old, and having a child seemed impossible. In their time, being

childless could bring shame or sadness. But they kept trusting God and serving Him.

A Once-in-a-Lifetime Opportunity

One day, Zechariah was chosen to serve in the temple. His job was to go into the holy place
and burn incense while people prayed outside. This was a big moment for him—most

priests only got to do this once in their entire life.

As he carried out his duties, something unexpected happened.

A Surprise Visit from an Angel

Suddenly, the angel Gabriel appeared to Zechariah inside the temple. Zechariah was

shocked and scared—who wouldn’t be?

But Gabriel brought good news: Zechariah and Elizabeth would have a son! His name
would be John. This child would bring joy and would grow up to prepare people for the
coming of the Lord. He would be filled with God’s Spirit and turn hearts back to God.

Doubt in the Middle of a Miracle

Instead of celebrating, Zechariah hesitated. He asked, “How can I be sure of this? I’'m an
old man, and my wife is old too.” In other words, he couldn’t see how this promise could

come true.

Because of his doubt, the angel gave him a sign—Zechariah would not be able to speak
until the baby was born. Gabriel said, “You didn’t believe my words, which will come true

at the right time.”

A Quiet Crowd and a Speechless Priest

Meanwhile, the people outside were waiting and wondering why Zechariah was taking so
long in the temple. When he finally came out, he couldn’t speak. He tried to explain with

hand motions, and the crowd realized something strange and holy had happened.

Zechariah finished his time of service and returned home, carrying the angel’s words in

silence.



A Miracle Begins in Secret

Soon after, Elizabeth became pregnant—just as the angel had said. She stayed quiet for a
while and thanked God for blessing her after all those years. “The Lord has shown His

kindness,” she said. “He has taken away my disgrace.”

A quiet miracle was beginning, one that would change everything.

What We Can Learn

This story is more than just a warm-up to the birth of Jesus. It reminds us of some important

truths:

e God’s timing is perfect. Even when answers seem delayed, He hasn’t forgotten us.

e God hears our prayers. Zechariah and Elizabeth had likely prayed for years—and God
answered.

e Doubt is human. Even a priest can struggle to believe—but God still used him.

e God’s promises never fail. What He says will happen, happens—whether we believe it

right away or not.

Zechariah’s voice may have been silenced, but God’s message was loud and clear: He was

doing something new. And it was just the beginning.

June 7

Mary’s Yes: A Story of Trust and Joy (Luke 1:26-56)

Before Jesus was born, God set everything in motion through quiet moments and ordinary
people. One of the most powerful moments in this story is when a young woman named
Mary receives a life-changing message from an angel. What follows is a beautiful example

of trust, courage, and joy.

Let’s take a closer look at this amazing event.

An Angel Visits Mary



Mary lived in a small town called Nazareth. She was a young woman engaged to a man
named Joseph. One day, the angel Gabriel appeared to her. Understandably, Mary was
frightened—but Gabriel quickly told her not to be afraid.

He brought an incredible message: God had chosen her to be the mother of Jesus, the Son

of God. He would be a King whose kingdom would never end.

This was not just a surprise—it was a miracle.

Mary’s Honest Question and Gabriel’s Answer

Mary didn’t doubt the angel’s message, but she had a practical question: “How can this

happen? I’m not married yet.”

Gabriel explained that the baby would be born through the power of the Holy Spirit. He
also told her something encouraging—her relative Elizabeth, who was very old and had

never had children, was now expecting a baby too.
Gabriel ended with these words: “Nothing is impossible with God.”

Mary’s response was full of quiet strength. She said, “I am the Lord’s servant. May
everything you have said happen to me.” She didn’t have all the answers, but she trusted

God completely.

Mary Visits Elizabeth

Soon after the angel’s visit, Mary traveled to see Elizabeth. When Mary arrived, something
amazing happened—FElizabeth’s baby jumped inside her womb! Elizabeth was filled with
joy and praised Mary for believing what God had told her.

This moment between the two women is full of encouragement and shared faith. It’s a
reminder that God often brings people together to support each other in life’s biggest

moments.

Mary’s Song of Praise

In response to everything that had happened, Mary sang a beautiful song. It’s often called

the Magnificat, and it’s one of the most powerful songs in the Bible.



In her song, Mary praised God for His goodness. She spoke about how God lifts up the
humble and helps those who trust Him. She remembered how God had been faithful to His

people in the past and believed He would continue to be faithful.

Even though she was young and facing an uncertain future, Mary focused on God’s

strength, mercy, and love.

What We Can Learn Today

Mary’s story is more than just a part of the Christmas story. It offers important lessons for

us today:

e God uses ordinary people. Mary wasn’t rich or famous—she was simply willing to say
“yes” to God.

« Faith isn’t about having all the answers. Mary asked honest questions but chose to trust
anyway.

o We need each other. Mary and Elizabeth encouraged each other in their faith.

 Praise brings peace. Mary’s song shows us how praising God helps us stay focused on

His goodness.

Mary’s “yes” to God changed the world. Her story encourages us to trust God, even when
the path ahead is unclear. When we say yes to Him, we become part of something far bigger

than ourselves.

June &

A Voice in the Wilderness: The Birth of John the Baptist
(Luke 1:57-80)

God often works in quiet, powerful ways. After many years of waiting, Elizabeth and
Zechariah’s prayers were answered in a big way. They had a baby boy, and his arrival was

part of something even greater—God’s plan to prepare the way for Jesus.

Let’s walk through this special moment in the story.

The Long-Awaited Baby Is Born



Elizabeth had waited a long time for this day. Now, in her old age, she gave birth to a
healthy baby boy—just like the angel Gabriel had promised Zechariah months before.

Her friends and neighbors were thrilled. They saw this as a sign of God’s kindness and
celebrated with her. This wasn’t just good news for Elizabeth—it was good news for

everyone.

Choosing a Name: A Surprise for Everyone

When the baby was eight days old, it was time for the traditional ceremony. That’s when
Jewish families would name their baby boys. Everyone expected the baby to be named
Zechariah, after his father.

But Elizabeth said, “No, he is to be called John.”

People were confused. No one in the family had that name. They turned to Zechariah to see
what he thought. Remember—Zechariah still couldn’t speak because he had doubted the

angel’s message months earlier.
So he wrote on a tablet, “His name is John.”

Right away, Zechariah’s voice returned. He could speak again! Everyone was amazed. It

was clear something special was happening.

Zechariah’s Song of Praise

Now able to speak, Zechariah didn’t waste time. He praised God with a beautiful song,
filled with joy and hope. His words were inspired by the Holy Spirit.

He thanked God for remembering His promises and sending a Savior for His people.
Zechariah also spoke about his newborn son, John. He said John would be a prophet—

someone who speaks God’s truth—and that he would prepare people’s hearts for the Lord.

He described a future filled with light, peace, and forgiveness. It was a song full of hope,

pointing to the coming of Jesus.

John Grows and Gets Ready



The story ends with a simple but powerful sentence: “And the child grew and became

strong in spirit; and he lived in the wilderness until he appeared publicly to Israel.”

John didn’t jump into the spotlight right away. He spent years growing, learning, and
preparing for the important job God had given him.

What This Story Teaches Us

This story is more than a birth announcement. It teaches us some important things about
God and how He works:

e God keeps His promises. Elizabeth and Zechariah waited for years—but God’s plan was
right on time.

e Obedience brings blessing. When Zechariah trusted God and named his son “John,” his
voice returned—and his heart overflowed with praise.

e God uses people to prepare the way. John’s role was to help others get ready for Jesus.
God still uses people today to do the same.

o There is power in praise. Zechariah’s song reminds us that worship lifts our eyes to

God’s goodness and builds our faith.

John’s birth was the beginning of something big. He would one day stand in the wilderness,
calling people to turn back to God and get ready for the coming Savior. But it all started

with two faithful parents, a quiet miracle, and a baby named John.

June 9

God With Us: The Birth of Jesus and His Family Line
(Matthew 1:1-25)

The Gospel of Matthew begins with something we don’t often expect—a long list of names.
But this list isn’t just a history lesson; it’s a powerful reminder that God had a plan all

along. Matthew 1 shows us where Jesus came from and how His birth changed everything.

Let’s explore what happens in this important chapter.

The Family Tree of Jesus



Matthew starts by showing Jesus’ family line, beginning with Abraham. It moves through
famous names like Isaac, Jacob, Ruth, King David, and others, all the way to Joseph, the
husband of Mary.

At first, it might just look like a list of ancestors. But it’s more than that. This family tree
shows that Jesus didn’t appear out of nowhere—He came through a real line of real people.

Some were faithful, some made big mistakes, but all were part of God’s story.

This reminds us that God can use anyone—no matter their past—as part of His greater plan.

Joseph’s Confusing Situation

Matthew then turns to the story of Jesus’ birth. Mary, who was engaged to Joseph, was
found to be pregnant. But she hadn’t been with Joseph or any man. Naturally, Joseph was

confused and likely hurt. What was he supposed to think?

Joseph was a kind and honorable man. Instead of making a public scene, he planned to
quietly end the engagement and protect Mary from shame.

An Angel Brings Clarity

Just as Joseph was thinking about all of this, an angel appeared to him in a dream. The
angel said, “Don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife. The child growing inside her is from
the Holy Spirit.”

The angel explained that the baby would be a son, and Joseph was to name Him Jesus,

which means “the Lord saves.” This baby would save people from their sins.

Then the angel reminded Joseph of a promise made long ago by the prophet Isaiah: “The
virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel, ” which means
“God with us.”

This wasn’t just a random baby. This was the Savior, the one God had promised, now

arriving in the most unexpected way.

Joseph’s Obedient Heart

When Joseph woke up, he didn’t argue or delay. He trusted God’s message. He took Mary

as his wife and later gave the baby the name Jesus, just like the angel had said.



Joseph’s obedience—though it wasn’t easy—shows deep faith. He believed God’s plan,

even when it didn’t make sense from a human point of view.

What We Can Learn from Matthew 1
This chapter holds some powerful lessons for all of us:

e God’s plan includes everyone. Jesus’ family line had people from different backgrounds,

some with messy stories. God can use anyone.

 Faith often means trusting what we can’t fully understand. Joseph didn’t have all the

answers, but he chose to obey.

e Jesus is the Savior who came to be with us. The name Immanuel means “God with us.”

We are never alone—1Jesus came to walk with us.

» God keeps His promises. From Abraham to Jesus, God’s plan was moving forward, even

when people didn’t realize it.
Jesus didn’t just come to be a baby in a manger. He came to save us, to be with us, and to
remind us that God’s love and promises are real.

As we reflect on His birth, may we also respond like Joseph—with a heart that listens,

trusts, and obeys.

June 10
Good News for All: The Birth of Jesus (Luke 2:1-20)

Sometimes the most powerful events come quietly. That’s how the story of Jesus’ birth
begins—mnot in a palace or with great fanfare, but in a small town, in a simple setting, with

ordinary people.

In Luke 2:1-20, we read how the Savior of the world came into the world—and how

heaven celebrated that moment.

Born in Bethlehem



The story starts with a Roman emperor named Caesar Augustus. He wanted to count
everyone in his empire, so he ordered a census. This meant that people had to return to their

hometowns to be registered.

Joseph, a man from the family line of King David, went with Mary to Bethlehem, David’s
hometown. Mary was expecting a baby. While they were there, it was time for her to give
birth. There was no guest room available, so Mary gave birth in a simple place and laid

baby Jesus in a manger—a feeding box for animals.

It was a humble beginning for someone so important.

Angels Visit the Shepherds

Nearby, a group of shepherds were out in the fields, watching their sheep during the night.
Suddenly, an angel appeared, and the sky lit up with God’s glory. The shepherds were

terrified!

But the angel told them not to be afraid. He brought “good news that will bring great joy to
all people.” The angel said that a Savior had just been born in Bethlehem—Christ the Lord!

They would find Him wrapped in cloth and lying in a manger.

Then a large group of angels appeared, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the

highest, and peace on earth to those He favors.”

It was heaven’s joyful announcement that Jesus had come.

The Shepherds Go See for Themselves

As soon as the angels left, the shepherds didn’t wait. They said, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and
see what’s happened!” They hurried off and found Mary, Joseph, and the baby, just as the
angel had said.

It must have been an amazing sight—God’s Son, lying in a manger, just as the angels
described.
Spreading the Good News

After seeing Jesus, the shepherds couldn’t keep the news to themselves. They told others
what the angel had said about this child. Everyone who heard the story was amazed.



Mary quietly treasured all these things in her heart, thinking about them deeply.

The shepherds returned to their fields, full of joy, praising God for everything they had seen
and heard. It was all just as they had been told.

What This Story Means for Us Today

This story is more than a moment in history—it’s a message for us:

Jesus came in a simple way. He didn’t arrive with riches or royal processions, but in

humility, showing that God is close to everyone, not just the powerful.

e God chose ordinary people. The shepherds weren’t important by the world’s standards,

but they were the first to hear the good news.
o The good news is for all. The angel said it clearly: this was great joy for all people.
e We’re invited to respond. Like the shepherds, we can choose to seek Jesus, believe the

message, and share it with others.

The birth of Jesus reminds us that God sees us, loves us, and sent His Son to bring hope,

peace, and joy. That’s news worth celebrating—then and now.

June 11

Recognizing the Savior: Jesus Presented at the Temple
(Luke 2:21-39)

After the joy of Jesus’ birth, His parents continued to follow the customs and laws of their
faith. In this part of the story, we see Mary and Joseph take baby Jesus to the temple in
Jerusalem. There, two faithful people—Simeon and Anna—recognize that this tiny child is

no ordinary baby. He is the promised Savior.

Let’s walk through what happened.

Jesus Is Named and Circumcised



Eight days after Jesus was born, He was circumcised, just like all Jewish boys at that time.
This was a sign of being part of God’s covenant people. At that time, Mary and Joseph
officially gave Him the name Jesus, the name given by the angel before He was born. His

name means “The Lord saves,” and it perfectly fits the mission He came to complete.

A Visit to the Temple

According to Jewish law, parents were to bring their firstborn son to the temple and
dedicate him to the Lord. Mary and Joseph were faithful in doing this. They also brought a
small offering—two birds—which showed they were not wealthy. But even though they

didn’t have much, they gave what they could.

This moment reminds us that honoring God doesn’t require riches—just a willing heart.

Simeon Sees the Promised Savior

At the temple, there was a man named Simeon. He was devout and loved God. He had been
waiting for the Messiah, the one God had promised to send. The Holy Spirit had revealed to

Simeon that he would not die before seeing the Savior.

When Simeon saw Jesus, he knew instantly who this child was. He took the baby in his
arms, praised God, and said that he could now die in peace. He said that Jesus would be “a

light” for all people—not just for Israel, but for the whole world.

Then Simeon spoke directly to Mary. He told her that Jesus would bring both hope and
pain. Many people would rise and fall because of Him, and His life would be deeply

meaningful—but also costly.

Anna Shares the Good News

Another faithful person was there that day—an elderly woman named Anna. She was a
prophetess who spent all her time at the temple worshiping God. When she saw Jesus, she
immediately began praising God and telling others about this child who would bring

redemption and hope to Jerusalem.

Anna had waited a long time, but her trust in God never faded. And now, she saw His

promise come true with her own eyes.



Returning Home

After these special moments in the temple, Mary and Joseph returned to their home in
Nazareth. The Bible tells us that Jesus continued to grow, becoming strong and wise, and

God’s favor was upon Him.

What We Can Learn

This story reminds us that:

e God keeps His promises. Simeon and Anna waited faithfully, and they were rewarded.

 Jesus came for everyone. Simeon said Jesus would be a light not only for the Jewish
people but for all nations.

 Faithful living matters. Mary, Joseph, Simeon, and Anna were all obedient and devoted
to God. Their simple actions became part of a much bigger story.

» God often works through the quiet moments. There were no crowds or fanfare at the

temple that day, but something world-changing happened.

Even as a baby, Jesus was recognized as the hope of the world. The people who saw Him

that day had eyes of faith—and their joy can still inspire us today.

June 12

Wise Men and a Newborn King: Following the Star
(Matthew 2:1-12)

The birth of Jesus wasn’t just noticed by people nearby—it caught the attention of some
very unexpected visitors from far away. Matthew 2:1-12 tells the story of the wise men, or
Magi, who traveled a great distance to find and worship the newborn King. It’s a part of the

Christmas story that shows how God’s message is for the whole world.

Let’s take a look at what happened.

Visitors from the East



Not long after Jesus was born in Bethlehem, wise men from the East arrived in Jerusalem.
These men were scholars or astrologers who studied the stars. They had seen something

unusual in the night sky—a star that signaled to them that a great king had been born.

They came asking, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw His star
and have come to worship Him.” These men didn’t come out of curiosity—they came with

deep respect and a desire to honor the new King.

Herod’s Troubled Heart

King Herod, who ruled over Jerusalem at the time, was not happy to hear about another
“king.” The news troubled him, and others in the city grew uneasy too. Herod gathered the
religious leaders and asked them where the promised Messiah was supposed to be born.

They pointed to an old prophecy that said He would be born in Bethlehem.

A Secret Meeting

Herod wanted to know more, so he called the wise men in for a private meeting. He asked
them when they first saw the star and then sent them to Bethlehem. He told them to come
back and tell him where the child was, pretending that he wanted to worship the baby too.
But Herod had no plans to honor Jesus—he felt threatened by Him.

The Star Leads the Way

As the wise men left Jerusalem, the star they had seen earlier appeared again. It guided
them directly to the place where Jesus and His family were staying. They were filled with

joy. After all their travels, they had found the one they were looking for.

They entered the house, saw the young child with His mother Mary, and bowed down in
worship. They gave Him gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh—each one valuable and

meaningful.

A Warning from God

Before returning home, the wise men were warned in a dream not to go back to Herod. So,
they took a different route and avoided the king completely. In this way, God protected

Jesus, even as a young child.



What We Can Learn

This story gives us some powerful lessons:

» Jesus came for everyone. The wise men weren’t Jews, but they were still welcomed to
worship Him. God’s gift is for the whole world.

e God leads those who seek Him. The star guided the wise men to Jesus, and the dream
protected them. God is always working behind the scenes.

o Worship involves joy and giving. The wise men gave valuable gifts and showed deep
respect.

» Jesus is the true King. Even as a baby, He was recognized and honored by those who

truly sought Him.

This part of the Christmas story reminds us that no one is too far away—geographically or
spiritually—for God to reach. The wise men followed a star, but they found something

greater than they imagined: the King of all kings.

June 13

God’s Protection and a New Home: The Escape to Egypt
and Return to Nazareth (Matthew 2:13-23)

After the wise men visited baby Jesus and gave Him gifts, the story takes a serious turn.
Danger was close, but God made sure Jesus and His family were safe. Matthew 2:13-23
shows us how God protected Jesus through dreams, and how the family ended up living in

Nazareth.

A Warning in the Night

Soon after the wise men left, Joseph had another dream. An angel warned him that King
Herod wanted to kill Jesus. The angel told Joseph to get up right away and take Mary and
Jesus to Egypt to escape the danger.

Joseph didn’t wait. In the middle of the night, he took his family and left for Egypt. This

showed how much Joseph trusted God and was willing to act quickly to protect Jesus.



Herod’s Terrible Order

Herod was very angry when he realized the wise men weren’t coming back to tell him
where Jesus was. He ordered a terrible act: to kill all baby boys in Bethlehem who were two

years old and younger. It was a heartbreaking time for many families.

Matthew says this fulfilled an old prophecy from the book of Jeremiah about mothers
crying for their children. It shows how deeply sin and fear can hurt people—but also
reminds us that God was still working out His bigger plan.

Time to Return Home

After some time passed, Herod died. Once again, an angel appeared to Joseph in a dream.

This time, the angel said it was safe to go back to Israel. Joseph obeyed, and the family left
Egypt.
A New Home in Nazareth

When Joseph heard that Herod’s son was now the ruler, he became worried. God warned
him again in a dream, so Joseph took his family to the region of Galilee. They settled in a

town called Nazareth.
This also fulfilled what the prophets had said: that Jesus would be called a Nazarene. Even

the place Jesus grew up had been part of God’s plan.

What We Can Learn
This passage teaches us a lot:
e God watches over us. He protected Jesus, even when evil was close.

e God guides those who listen. Joseph followed God’s instructions right away, and it kept

his family safe.

e God’s plan is bigger than any problem. Even Herod’s actions couldn’t stop what God

was doing.

 Jesus understands hardship. From the beginning, His life wasn’t easy. He experienced

danger and had to live as a refugee in another country.



Jesus came into a world that was full of trouble, but God was always with Him. That gives
us comfort today. No matter what we’re facing, God is near, guiding and protecting just like
He did then.

June 14

Lost and Found: Young Jesus in the Temple (Luke 2:41—
52)

When we think about Jesus, we often picture Him as a baby in the manger or as a grown
man teaching and healing people. But Luke 2:41-52 gives us a rare look at Jesus as a child.
In this story, we see that even at 12 years old, Jesus already understood His special

relationship with God.

A Family Trip to Jerusalem

Every year, Jesus’ family made a special trip to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover, a big
holiday that reminded the Jewish people of how God saved them from slavery in Egypt.

When Jesus was 12 years old, He went along, as usual, with Mary and Joseph.

This was an important age for Jewish boys. It was around this time that they were expected
to start taking more responsibility in their faith and in learning God’s Word.

Jesus Stays Behind

After the festival ended, Mary and Joseph began traveling back home with a large group of
friends and family. They assumed Jesus was somewhere in the crowd. But after a whole

day’s journey, they realized He wasn’t with them.

Worried, they turned around and went back to Jerusalem to look for Him. They searched for
three days.

Found in the Temple

Finally, they found Jesus—not lost, not scared, but calmly sitting in the temple. He was

talking with the teachers of the law, asking questions and giving answers. Everyone who



heard Him was amazed at how wise and thoughtful He was, especially for someone so

young.

This moment showed that Jesus had a deep interest in God’s Word and that He understood

things in a way that surprised even the most educated adults.

Mary and Joseph’s Concern

Mary and Joseph were relieved, but also confused. Mary asked, “Why have You treated us

like this? We’ve been so worried, looking everywhere for You!”

Jesus answered, “Didn’t you know I had to be in My Father’s house?”” He was saying that
being close to God, His Father, was exactly where He needed to be. But Mary and Joseph
didn’t fully understand what He meant.

Even so, this moment gave them a glimpse of who Jesus really was.

Back Home in Nazareth

After that, Jesus returned home with His parents to Nazareth. He continued to obey them
and grow up like any other boy. But He also kept growing in wisdom and in His
relationship with God. People around Him began to notice that there was something very

special about Him.

What We Can Learn

This story teaches us a few important things:

o Jesus knew who He was, even as a child. He understood His connection to God the

Father and wanted to learn more about Him.

 Jesus still respected His parents. Even though He had a higher purpose, He honored
Mary and Joseph and went home with them.

o Growth takes time. Jesus didn’t start His public ministry right away. He waited, grew,

and prepared for what was ahead.

Even in childhood, Jesus showed His love for God and a heart full of wisdom. And just like

Jesus grew in understanding, we’re all invited to keep learning, growing, and staying close



to God too.

June 15

The Beginning of Good News: Jesus Steps onto the Scene
(Mark 1:1-13)

Every story has a beginning—and Mark’s Gospel wastes no time getting to the point. It
opens with action, not background. In just 13 verses, we meet John the Baptist, see Jesus

baptized, and watch Him face temptation in the wilderness. It’s a fast start to a powerful

story.

Let’s walk through it together.

The Good News Begins

Mark 1:1 starts with a bold announcement: “The beginning of the good news about Jesus
the Messiah, the Son of God.”

This short sentence sets the tone. Mark wants us to know that what follows isn’t just a story

—it’s good news, and it’s all about Jesus, the Son of God.

John the Baptist: The Messenger
Before Jesus steps into the spotlight, someone comes to prepare the way: John the Baptist.

John lives in the wilderness, wears clothes made of camel’s hair, and eats locusts and honey.
But more importantly, he has a strong message. He calls people to turn away from their sins

and be baptized. Crowds come to hear him and confess their wrongdoings.

John makes it clear that he is not the main event. He says, “Someone greater is coming after
me. [’m not even worthy to untie His sandals.” That someone is Jesus.

Jesus Is Baptized

Then Jesus arrives. He comes from Nazareth and asks John to baptize Him in the Jordan

River.



As soon as Jesus comes out of the water, something amazing happens. The sky opens up,
the Holy Spirit comes down like a dove, and a voice from heaven says,

“You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”

This is a big moment. It shows that Jesus is chosen and loved by God. It marks the official

beginning of His mission.

Alone in the Wilderness

Right after this powerful moment, Jesus is led by the Spirit into the wilderness. For 40 days,
He stays there, fasting and being tempted by Satan. Wild animals are around Him, but

angels are there too, caring for Him.

This part reminds us that Jesus knows what it’s like to be tested. Even though He is God’s

Son, He faces real struggles, just like we do. But He doesn’t give up or give in.

What Can We Learn?
This short section of Scripture teaches us a lot:

o Jesus came with a purpose. From the beginning, His identity is clear—He is the Son of
God.

» John reminds us to prepare our hearts. Just like he prepared people back then, we’re
reminded to be ready to welcome Jesus into our lives.

» Jesus understands our struggles. He faced temptation, pain, and loneliness—and still
stayed faithful.

e God’s love and approval came first. Before Jesus did anything publicly, God already

said, “I love You. I’'m pleased with You.” That’s a powerful truth.

Mark 1:1-13 is just the start of Jesus’ story, but it’s already full of meaning. It reminds us
that Jesus came for a reason, that He knows what we go through, and that God’s love was

with Him—and is with us—from the very beginning.

June 16



The Voice in the Wilderness: John the Baptist Points to
Jesus (John 1:19-34)

Have you ever had to introduce someone important? That’s exactly what John the Baptist
did in this part of the Bible. His job was to prepare people’s hearts for the arrival of Jesus,
and in John 1:19-34, we see him do just that. Let’s take a closer look at how John points

others to Jesus and what we can learn from it.

Who Is John the Baptist?

In this passage, a group of religious leaders—priests and Levites—come to question John.
They’ve heard about the crowds coming to him and want to know who he is. They ask
directly: “Are you the Messiah?”

John answers, “No.”

Then they ask, “Are you Elijah?”

Again, John says, “I am not.”

“Are you the Prophet?”
“NO.”

John doesn’t try to make himself look important. Instead, he keeps pointing to someone

greater.

A Voice Preparing the Way

So who is John? He quotes a verse from the prophet Isaiah to explain:

“I am the voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.””

He’s not the main character in the story—he’s the messenger, getting everyone ready for
Jesus. In fact, John says he isn’t even worthy to untie the sandals of the one who is coming

after him. That’s how humble he is.

“Look, the Lamb of God”

The next day, John sees Jesus coming toward him. He points to Him and says something
very important:

“Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”



This 1s the first time we hear Jesus called “the Lamb of God.” In Bible times, lambs were
used as sacrifices to cover people’s sins. John is saying that Jesus will take away sin—not

just for one person, but for the whole world.

John also says, “This is the one I was talking about!” Even though Jesus was born after
John, He existed before him. That shows Jesus is more than just a man—He’s someone

eternal.

A Sign from God

John didn’t just guess that Jesus was the Savior. God gave him a clear sign. John says that
when he baptized Jesus, he saw the Holy Spirit come down like a dove and remain on Him.
God had told him ahead of time that when he saw this happen, he would know that person

was the one chosen by God.

Because of that sign, John boldly says,
“I have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.”

What Does This Mean for Us?
There are a few things we can take away from this part of John’s Gospel:

o John knew his role. He didn’t try to be the star. He knew he was there to prepare the way
for Jesus. We’re reminded to stay humble and point others to Jesus, too.

 Jesus is the Lamb of God. From the start, we see that Jesus came to take away sin. This
isn’t just a nice story—it’s life-changing news.

e God confirmed who Jesus is. John saw the Holy Spirit come down, just like God said

would happen. That gave him the confidence to share what he knew to be true.

John 1:19-34 shows us the beginning of something powerful. John the Baptist, standing in
the wilderness, faithfully points people to Jesus. And his words still matter today—because

Jesus is still the Lamb of God, ready to take away our sin and bring us new life.

June 17



Come and See: The First Disciples Follow Jesus (John
1:35-51)

Have you ever been invited to something that changed your life? That’s what happens in
John 1:35-51. This passage tells the story of how Jesus began calling His first followers—

and it all starts with a simple invitation: “Come and see.”

John Points to Jesus Again

John the Baptist had already told people that Jesus was the Lamb of God. Now, he sees
Jesus again and says it one more time:
“Look, the Lamb of God!”

Two of John’s own followers hear this and decide to follow Jesus. John didn’t hold onto

them for himself. He wanted them to find the true Messiah.

Jesus Welcomes Them

As the two men start walking behind Jesus, He turns and asks them,
“What do you want?”

They ask Him where He is staying, and Jesus invites them,

“Come and see.”

That simple invitation changed their lives. They spent the whole day with Him, and what
they saw must have deeply impacted them.

Andrew Brings His Brother

One of the men was Andrew. After spending time with Jesus, the first thing he did was go
find his brother, Simon. He tells him,
“We have found the Messiah!”

Andrew brings Simon to Jesus. When Jesus sees him, He gives him a new name:
Cephas (which means Peter, or “rock”™). This shows that Jesus already saw something

special in Simon and had a plan for him.

Philip and Nathanael Join In



The next day, Jesus finds a man named Philip and says simply,

“Follow me.”

Philip, like Andrew, wants to share the news. He finds his friend Nathanael and says,

“We have found the one Moses wrote about... Jesus of Nazareth.”

Nathanael is unsure. He asks,

“Can anything good come from Nazareth?”

Philip doesn’t argue. He just says,

“Come and see.”

Again, a simple invitation speaks louder than a debate.

Jesus Knows Nathanael’s Heart

When Nathanael approaches, Jesus says,

2

“Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.

Nathanael is surprised—how does Jesus know him?
Jesus replies,

“I saw you while you were still under the fig tree.”

This moment amazes Nathanael. He realizes Jesus knows him better than anyone. He
responds,

“You are the Son of God. You are the King of Israel.”

More to Come

Jesus tells Nathanael that he will see even greater things. He promises that heaven will be
opened and that angels will go up and down on the Son of Man. In other words, this is just

the beginning.

What We Can Learn

This passage teaches us a few important things:

e God uses people to invite others. John pointed to Jesus, Andrew told Simon, and Philip

brought Nathanael. We can do the same.



» Jesus meets each person in a personal way. He calls people by name and knows their
hearts.
» The invitation is simple: “Come and see.” We don’t have to have all the answers. We just

need to point others to Jesus and let them discover Him for themselves.

Jesus still invites people today. Just like the first disciples, we’re invited to “come and see”

who He really is—and to share that invitation with others.

June 18

Water into Wine and a Cleansed Temple: Jesus Begins
His Ministry (John 2:1-25)

Jesus didn’t start His public ministry with a big speech or dramatic event. Instead, He
quietly showed His power at a wedding—and then boldly took a stand in the temple. In

John chapter 2, we see two very different sides of Jesus: His kindness and His authority.

Let’s take a closer look at what happened.

A Wedding Miracle in Cana (John 2:1-12)

Jesus, His mother Mary, and His disciples were invited to a wedding in Cana, a small town
in Galilee. Everything was going well—until the wine ran out. At that time, running out of

wine at a wedding was a big embarrassment for the hosts.

Mary turned to Jesus for help. At first, Jesus said it wasn’t His time yet. But still, He took
action. He told the servants to fill six large jars with water. Then, something amazing

happened—the water turned into wine!

Not only was there plenty of wine, but it was better than the wine served earlier. The head

waiter was surprised that the best had been saved for last. This quiet miracle showed Jesus

power and care. It was His first sign, and it helped His disciples start to believe in Him.

Jesus Clears the Temple (John 2:13-22)



Later, Jesus went to Jerusalem for the Passover festival. When He entered the temple courts,
He found people selling animals and exchanging money. This was supposed to be a place of

prayer and worship, but it looked more like a busy market.

Jesus didn’t stay silent. He made a whip out of cords and drove out the animals and the
people selling them. He turned over tables and told them,

“Stop turning my Father’s house into a market!”

People were shocked and asked Him to prove He had the right to do this. Jesus answered,

“Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.”

They thought He was talking about the building, but Jesus meant His body. After He died

and rose again, His followers remembered these words and understood what He meant.

People Believe—but Jesus Knows Their Hearts (John 2:23-25)

While Jesus was in Jerusalem for the festival, many people saw the signs He performed and
believed in Him. But Jesus didn’t fully trust their faith. He knew that some people only

believed because of the miracles, not because they truly understood who He was.

Jesus sees what’s in our hearts. He knows when our faith is real and when we’re just

following the crowd.

What We Can Learn
This chapter teaches us a few important things:

» Jesus cares about our everyday problems. He turned water into wine to help a family
avoid embarrassment. That shows He’s kind and pays attention to our needs.

» Jesus wants worship to be genuine. He wasn’t afraid to clean up the temple to protect
what was meant to honor God.

o Jesus knows us deeply. We can’t fake our faith with Him—He sees the truth inside each

of us.

John 2 gives us a powerful picture of who Jesus is: both gentle and strong, compassionate
and bold. He invites us to trust Him—mnot just for the miracles, but because He is the Son of

God who brings life and hope.



June 19

Born Again: Jesus Explains New Life to Nicodemus (John
3:1-21)

Have you ever wondered what it means to be “born again”? In John chapter 3, Jesus has a
quiet conversation with a man named Nicodemus, and He explains something that has

changed millions of lives ever since.

Let’s look at how it all happened and what it means for us today.

A Curious Visitor at Night

Nicodemus was a Pharisee, a religious teacher, and a leader among the Jewish people. He
had studied the Scriptures his whole life. But something about Jesus made him curious. So

one night, he came to speak with Jesus in private.

He said, “Rabbi, we know you’re a teacher who has come from God. No one could do the

things you do unless God was with him.”

Nicodemus was respectful. He recognized there was something different about Jesus—but

he didn’t fully understand who Jesus really was.

You Must Be Born Again

Right away, Jesus told Nicodemus something surprising:

“No one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.”

This confused Nicodemus. “How can someone be born when they are old?” he asked. “Can

they go back into their mother’s womb?”

Jesus explained that He wasn’t talking about physical birth, but spiritual birth—being born
of water and the Spirit. In other words, to truly follow God, we need more than just

knowledge or good behavior. We need a new heart and a new life that only God can give.

Heavenly Things for a Seeking Heart

Nicodemus still didn’t fully understand, and Jesus gently reminded him that even teachers

like him needed help seeing the bigger picture. Then Jesus talked about a story Nicodemus



would have known well: when Moses lifted up a bronze snake in the desert so that people
could be healed.

Jesus said something amazing:
“Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,
that everyone who believes may have eternal life in Him.”

He was talking about His future death on the cross.

God’s Great Love for the World

Then came one of the most well-known verses in the Bible:
“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in

Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

Jesus made it clear that He didn’t come to judge the world, but to save it. Anyone who
believes in Him receives eternal life. But those who reject Him choose to stay in the dark,

away from God’s light and love.

The Light Has Come

Jesus explained that He is the light, and people often avoid the light because they don’t
want to face the truth about their actions. But those who want to live in truth will come into

the light, showing that they belong to God.

What This Means for Us

This conversation with Nicodemus shows us a few important things:

« Faith, not just knowledge, is what matters. Even smart, religious people need to be born
again through trust in Jesus.

e Jesus came to save us. He offers new life, not because we earn it, but because He loves
us.

o We’re invited into the light. God wants us to walk in truth and live lives that reflect His

love.

Nicodemus came to Jesus with questions in the dark of night. Jesus gave him answers that
shine with hope and life. The same offer is still open to us today—new life, a fresh start,

and a love that never ends.



June 20

He Must Become Greater: John the Baptist Points to
Jesus (John 3:22-36)

After Jesus had an important conversation with Nicodemus about being “born again,” the
Gospel of John tells us what happened next. Jesus and His disciples began spending time in
the countryside, and people started coming to Him to be baptized. But this stirred up

questions—especially among the followers of John the Baptist.

Let’s take a closer look at what happened and what it teaches us about humility, faith, and
who Jesus really is.

People Start Following Jesus

At this point, both Jesus and John the Baptist were baptizing people. John’s ministry had
started earlier, so some of his followers were surprised that more people were now going to

Jesus instead.

John’s disciples came to him and said, “Rabbi, that man you testified about—Jesus—is

"’

baptizing, and everyone is going to Him

They were concerned that Jesus was becoming more popular than John.

John Responds with Joy and Humility

Instead of being upset, John was joyful. He said something wise and beautiful:

“A person can receive only what is given them from heaven.”

John explained that he was never the main character in the story—1Jesus was. To help make
his point clear, he used an example they could understand: at a wedding, the groom is the
important one, not the best man. John saw himself as the best man, happy to stand beside

Jesus, the true “bridegroom.”

Then John said something that still stands out today:

“He must become greater; I must become less.”

John was happy to step aside so Jesus could take center stage. That’s real humility.



Jesus Comes from Heaven

John went on to explain why Jesus is so special. He said Jesus didn’t just speak like a
prophet—He came from heaven and spoke God’s very words. Because of that, Jesus has

complete authority and deserves our trust.

John also said that God gave the Spirit fully to Jesus, meaning He had everything He

needed to do God’s will. Jesus wasn’t just another teacher. He was the One sent from God.

Believe and Have Eternal Life

John ended his message with a strong truth:
“Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life,

for God’s wrath remains on them.”

In simple terms, John was saying: if you trust Jesus, you will have eternal life with God.

But if you choose to ignore Him, you miss out on that life.

What We Can Learn
This part of the Bible reminds us of three important lessons:

» Be humble like John. He didn’t get jealous of Jesus’ success. He was happy to step aside
and point others to Jesus.

e Trust that Jesus is from God. Jesus came from heaven, and His words carry the weight of
truth and life.

« Faith leads to life. Believing in Jesus isn’t just about religion—it’s about receiving real

life that starts now and lasts forever.

John the Baptist had every reason to be proud, but he chose to lift up Jesus instead. That’s
the kind of heart God loves—and the kind of faith that brings life.

June 21

Living Water and True Worship: Jesus and the Woman
at the Well (John 4:1-42)



Sometimes the most powerful moments happen in the most unexpected places. In John 4,
Jesus has a life-changing conversation with a woman—someone society had overlooked
and even avoided. But Jesus saw her, spoke to her with kindness, and offered her something

no one else could: living water.

Let’s walk through this beautiful story together.

A Tired Traveler at a Well

Jesus was traveling from Judea to Galilee, and He chose to pass through a place called
Samaria. Most Jews in that time avoided Samaria because of old tensions between Jews and

Samaritans. But Jesus went straight through and stopped at a well to rest.

It was about noon, and the sun was hot. Jesus sat by the well while His disciples went into

the town to buy food.

A Surprising Request

A Samaritan woman came to the well to draw water. Most women came early in the
morning when it was cooler. The fact that she came at noon may suggest she didn’t feel

welcome around others.

Jesus surprised her by asking, “Will you give me a drink?”

Back then, Jews didn’t normally talk to Samaritans—and especially not to Samaritan
women. But Jesus didn’t care about those social rules. He saw a person in front of Him, not
a label.

The woman was surprised and asked why He would ask her for water. That’s when Jesus
said something amazing:
“If you knew who was asking you, you would have asked Him, and He would have given

you living water.”

What Is Living Water?

The woman was confused. Jesus didn’t have a bucket, and the well was deep. How could

He give her water?

Jesus explained that the water from the well would only satisfy for a short time, but the

water He gives would lead to eternal life. He was talking about spiritual life—something



that fills the soul and lasts forever.

The woman was interested. She asked for this water, hoping it would save her from her

daily trips to the well. But Jesus wanted to give her more than physical comfort.

A Deep Conversation

Jesus gently brought up something personal. He told her to go call her husband. She
answered, “I have no husband.”
Jesus replied, “You’re right—you’ve had five husbands, and the man you’re with now isn’t

your husband.”

The woman was amazed. How could this stranger know such details? She realized He must
be a prophet. So, she asked Him a religious question—one that divided Jews and

Samaritans.

Jesus answered with a powerful truth:
“True worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth.”

It wasn’t about where you worshiped—it was about having a real heart for God.

Then Jesus did something even more surprising: He told her clearly that He was the

Messiah she had been waiting for.

Spreading the News

Just then, the disciples came back. They were surprised to see Jesus talking with a woman,

but they didn’t say anything.

The woman was so moved by what had just happened that she left her water jar behind and
ran into the town. She told everyone, “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever
did!”

People were curious and came out to meet Jesus for themselves.

A Harvest of Belief

While the disciples were focused on lunch, Jesus used the moment to teach them something
deeper. He said that doing God’s work was like harvesting crops. The people coming out of

the town were part of that harvest—people ready to believe.



Many Samaritans believed in Jesus because of the woman’s story. After listening to Him
themselves, even more believed. They said, “We know that this man really is the Savior of

the world.”

What This Story Teaches Us
This story reminds us of some important truths:

» Jesus reaches across barriers. He didn’t avoid people who were different or judged by

others.
o He offers living water. Only Jesus can fill the emptiness in our hearts.

o True worship is about heart and truth. It’s not about a place—it’s about a real relationship
with God.

» Your story matters. One woman’s honest story led an entire town to Jesus.

Jesus didn’t just change one woman’s life—He sparked a movement of faith in a whole

community. He can do the same today, one heart at a time.

June 22

A Father’s Faith: Jesus Heals the Official’s Son (John
4:43-54)

Sometimes we face moments when all we can do is hope. In John 4:43—-54, we meet a father

in one of those moments. His son is very sick, and his only hope is Jesus.

This story reminds us how even a little faith can lead to something amazing.

Jesus Comes Back to Galilee

After spending time in Samaria—where He spoke to the woman at the well—Jesus returns
to Galilee. The people there had seen what Jesus did during a festival in Jerusalem, and they

welcomed Him warmly.

This sets the stage for another miracle.



A Desperate Father Comes to Jesus

In a town called Capernaum, a government official had a son who was very sick. When the
man heard that Jesus was back in Galilee, he didn’t waste time. He traveled to find Him and

begged Jesus to come heal his son.

This wasn’t just a small request—it was the cry of a father who was afraid of losing his
child.

Jesus Tests and Grows His Faith

Jesus responded by saying, “Unless you see signs and wonders, you won’t believe.”
It might sound like a harsh response, but Jesus was gently pointing out that many people

only believed when they saw miracles.
But the father didn’t give up. He said, “Sir, come before my child dies.”

Jesus then did something amazing. He didn’t go with the man—instead, He simply said,

“Go, your son will live.”
The man believed Jesus. He didn’t argue or ask for proof. He turned around and went home.

That’s real faith—trusting Jesus’ word even when you can’t see the results yet.

The Healing Is Confirmed

While the man was still on his way home, his servants met him with great news: His son
was alive and getting better!
He asked when the boy started to recover. They said it was at the exact time Jesus had

spoken the words, “Your son will live.”
The father realized this was no coincidence. It was a miracle.

Because of this, he and his whole household believed in Jesus.

What We Can Learn

This short story teaches us a lot about faith and trust:



» Faith sometimes means believing before seeing. The father trusted Jesus without needing
Him to come along.

 Jesus cares about our personal struggles. He didn’t turn the man away—He responded
with power and compassion.

e One person’s faith can impact others. The man’s whole family believed because of what
Jesus did.

Whether you’re facing a big challenge or a small worry, remember that Jesus hears you.
And like the father in this story, you can choose to trust Him—even when you can’t see the

outcome yet.

June 23

Jesus Rejected in His Hometown (Luke 4:16-30)

Have you ever felt misunderstood or unappreciated by people who know you best? That’s
exactly what happened to Jesus when He returned to His hometown of Nazareth. What

started as a peaceful visit turned into a powerful lesson—and a surprising rejection.

Jesus Visits Nazareth and Goes to the Synagogue

After spending time teaching and performing miracles in other towns, Jesus came back to
Nazareth, where He had grown up. On the Sabbath (a holy day of rest and worship), He
went to the synagogue, just like He usually did.

When He stood up to read, they handed Him a scroll containing the words of the prophet
Isaiah.
Jesus Reads a Powerful Promise

Jesus read a beautiful passage from Isaiah. It talked about someone anointed by God to
bring good news to the poor, give sight to the blind, and set the oppressed free. This passage
described the coming of the Messiah—a special person God would send to help and save

His people.

After reading, Jesus sat down. Everyone was watching, waiting for Him to speak.



“Today This Scripture Is Fulfilled”

Then Jesus said something surprising:

“Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”
In other words, He was saying, “I am the one Isaiah was talking about.”

At first, the people were amazed. But then they started to doubt.
“Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked.
They had seen Jesus grow up. To them, He was just an ordinary local boy. How could He

claim to be the Messiah?

Jesus Speaks the Hard Truth

Jesus knew what they were thinking. He told them they would probably expect Him to do

miracles in Nazareth just like He did in other towns.

Then He reminded them of two stories from the Old Testament. In both cases, prophets

helped outsiders—people who weren’t Israelites—because the people of Israel didn’t have
faith.

This made the crowd angry. They didn’t like the idea that God would bless others and not

them.

The People Turn Against Him

The mood quickly changed. The people became furious. They drove Jesus out of town and

tried to push Him off a cliff!

But Jesus calmly walked right through the crowd and left.

What We Can Learn
This story reminds us of a few important lessons:

o Sometimes, truth is hard to accept—especially from someone we think we know.

o Familiarity can lead to disbelief. The people of Nazareth couldn’t believe that Jesus,
someone they watched grow up, could be the Messiah.

» Jesus didn’t come to please everyone. He came to speak the truth and offer salvation—

even if it meant being rejected.



Following Jesus means being open to the truth, even when it challenges us. And it reminds

us that God often works in unexpected ways and through unexpected people.

June 24
A Day with Jesus (Mark 1:16-39)

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to spend a day with Jesus? Mark 1:16-39
gives us a glimpse into one of the earliest days of His public ministry. In just a short span of
time, Jesus calls followers, teaches, heals, prays, and continues His mission. Let’s walk

through this day together and see what we can learn from it.

Jesus Calls His First Disciples

As Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers—Simon (also known as Peter)
and Andrew—fishing. He called out, “Come, follow Me, and I will make you fishers of
people.” Right away, they left their nets and followed Him. Then He called James and John,
and they did the same.

Jesus didn’t choose scholars or religious leaders—He chose regular working men. And they
didn’t hesitate. When He called, they followed.

Teaching with Authority

Next, Jesus and His new followers went to a synagogue in Capernaum. There, Jesus began
to teach. The people were amazed because He spoke with authority—not like the usual

teachers. His words had power and clarity. They knew something was different about Him.

Power Over Evil

While Jesus was teaching, a man with an evil spirit suddenly shouted out, recognizing Jesus
as the “Holy One of God.” Jesus commanded the spirit to come out of the man—and it did.
Everyone was stunned. Word spread quickly about this teacher who not only spoke with

power but also had power over evil.

Healing in a Home



After the synagogue, Jesus went to Simon’s house. Simon’s mother-in-law was sick with a
fever. Jesus gently took her hand, helped her up—and the fever left her. She felt so well that

she began to serve them.

It was a simple but powerful moment. Jesus cared about people and was ready to help even

in the small things.

Crowds Come for Healing

That evening, the news about Jesus had spread. Crowds came to the door with all kinds of
needs. People were sick, others were suffering from evil spirits—and Jesus healed them.

His compassion reached everyone who came to Him.

Time Alone to Pray

Early the next morning, before anyone else was awake, Jesus went to a quiet place to pray.
Even though He was busy helping others, He made time to connect with God the Father.

His strength came from that relationship.

When His disciples found Him and told Him that everyone was looking for Him, Jesus said

something important.

Moving Forward with the Mission

Jesus told them, “Let’s go to the nearby villages so I can preach there also. That is why I
have come.” He knew His mission wasn’t just to stay in one place—it was to reach as many
people as possible with God’s message. So He traveled through Galilee, preaching and

healing wherever He went.

What Can We Learn from This Day?

 Jesus calls ordinary people. You don’t have to be perfect or special—just willing to
follow.

» His words and actions go hand in hand. He didn’t just talk about God’s love—He
showed it.

e He made time for prayer. Even Jesus needed quiet time with God. How much more do
we?

» His mission was bigger than one town. Jesus came for everyone.



Final Thoughts

Mark 1:16-39 shows us who Jesus is—a teacher with authority, a healer with compassion,
and a Savior on a mission. He met people right where they were and invited them to follow

Him. That invitation still stands today.

Are you ready to follow Him—wherever He leads?

June 25

Following Jesus: Miracles, New Life, and a New Way
(Luke 5:1-39)

In Luke chapter 5, we see some amazing moments from the early ministry of Jesus. He
performs miracles, calls His first disciples, heals the sick, and challenges old traditions.
Through it all, we learn that following Jesus means stepping into something new and life-

changing.

A Boat, a Big Catch, and a Big Call (Luke 5:1-11)

Jesus was teaching near a lake, and the crowd was so large that He got into a boat to speak
to them. The boat belonged to a fisherman named Simon (later known as Peter). After
speaking, Jesus told Simon to go out deeper and cast his net again—even though Simon had

been fishing all night and caught nothing.

Simon obeyed, and suddenly, the nets were overflowing with fish! It was a miracle. Simon
was amazed and humbled. But Jesus told him not to be afraid. Instead, He invited Simon
and his partners, James and John, to follow Him. They left everything behind—their boats,

nets, and fish—to follow Jesus.

Healing the Man with Leprosy (Luke 5:12-16)

Later, a man with leprosy, a serious skin disease, came to Jesus and asked to be healed.
Jesus didn’t just speak to him—He touched him, which no one else would dare do. The man

was instantly healed.



This showed not only Jesus’ power, but also His kindness and love for those who were
outcasts. As more people heard about Jesus, crowds came to Him—but He often slipped

away to pray in quiet places.

The Paralyzed Man and the Faith of Friends (Luke 5:17-26)

One day, while Jesus was teaching in a crowded house, four men brought their paralyzed
friend to Him. But they couldn’t get through the door, so they climbed up on the roof, made

an opening, and lowered their friend down in front of Jesus!

Seeing their faith, Jesus forgave the man’s sins and then healed him. The man stood up and
walked home! Everyone was amazed and praised God. But some religious leaders were

upset that Jesus claimed the power to forgive sins.

Jesus Calls Levi, the Tax Collector (Luke 5:27-32)

Jesus then met a man named Levi (also known as Matthew), a tax collector. Tax collectors
were often disliked because they were seen as dishonest and worked for the Romans. But

Jesus simply said, “Follow Me,” and Levi got up and left everything to follow Him.

Levi even threw a big dinner party for Jesus, inviting his fellow tax collectors and others.
Some religious people complained that Jesus was spending time with sinners. But Jesus
answered, “I didn’t come to call people who think they’re good. I came to call sinners to

change their hearts.”

A Question About Fasting (Luke 5:33-39)

Some people asked why Jesus’ followers didn’t fast like other religious groups did. Jesus
replied with simple examples. He said you don’t patch old clothes with new fabric, and you

don’t put new wine into old wineskins.

The point? Jesus was bringing something new—a fresh start, a new way of life. The old
ways couldn’t hold it.

Conclusion: Jesus Brings Change

Luke 5 shows that following Jesus is more than just listening to Him—it’s about letting go

of the old and stepping into something new. Whether it’s leaving behind a fishing boat,



finding healing, being forgiven, or letting go of old traditions, Jesus invites everyone into a

life filled with purpose, love, and transformation.

Are you ready to say “yes” to that invitation?

June 26
Healing, Authority, and Unbelief (John 5:1-47)

When we think about Jesus, many images come to mind: a healer, a teacher, a man of
compassion. But in one powerful moment, He showed that He was much more than that—
He revealed His divine authority. In John chapter 5, we see a story that starts with a miracle

and ends with a bold declaration that challenged the religious leaders of His day.

Let’s walk through this incredible chapter and what it means for us today.

A Man in Need of Healing

The chapter opens in Jerusalem, near a place called the pool of Bethesda. This was a spot
where many sick and disabled people waited, hoping for healing. One man had been unable

to walk for 38 years. Every day, he waited by the pool, hoping for a chance to be healed.
Then Jesus came by.

Instead of waiting for the man to ask for help, Jesus asked Aim a question: “Do you want to
get well?” The man didn’t answer with a simple “yes.” Instead, he explained how he had no
one to help him into the water when it was stirred—Dbelieved by many to be a time of

healing.

Without any ceremony or show, Jesus simply told him, “Get up, pick up your mat, and
walk.” Instantly, the man was healed. No long prayer. No special touch. Just the powerful

words of Jesus.

A Problem with the Rules

You’d think everyone would be amazed and celebrate this miracle. But instead, some

religious leaders were upset. Why? Because it happened on the Sabbath—a day set apart for



rest. According to their traditions, carrying a mat was considered “work,” and this man had

just broken that rule.

Rather than rejoicing that someone who had been suffering for nearly four decades could
now walk, they focused on the broken rule. When they found out Jesus had healed the man,

their frustration turned to anger.

Jesus didn’t back down. In fact, He said something even more bold: “My Father is always
working, and so am 1.” To them, this wasn’t just a defense—it was a claim that He was
equal to God. This was a turning point. From this moment on, some leaders began looking

for ways to silence Him permanently.

Jesus Talks About His Authority
In response to their anger, Jesus explained why He had the right to do what He did.

He said He wasn’t acting alone—He was working in full unity with His Father. Everything
He did—healing, teaching, even giving life—was done through the power and purpose of
God. He also spoke of a time when everyone, both the living and the dead, would hear His

voice and rise. Some would rise to eternal life, and others to judgment.

This wasn’t just talk about healing physical bodies. Jesus was offering spiritual life—real,

eternal life—for anyone who would believe in Him.

Witnesses to the Truth

Jesus knew people wouldn’t just take His word for it, so He pointed to the evidence that

supported who He was:
» John the Baptist, who had spoken of Jesus as the Lamb of God.
» His miracles, like the healing at the pool, which showed God’s power at work.

e God the Father, whose voice had been heard and whose presence had been seen at Jesus’

baptism.

o The Scriptures, which clearly pointed to the coming Messiah—yet the people studying

them didn’t recognize the One they were all about.



Then came a sobering warning: even Moses, the great leader they respected so deeply,
would stand against them, because they had missed the One he wrote about.
What This Means for Us Today

This chapter is more than just a history lesson—it’s an invitation. It asks us some deep

questions:

» Do we want to be made whole—not just physically, but spiritually?

» Are we so focused on rules, traditions, or appearances that we miss the mercy of God?
» Are we willing to believe the evidence all around us that points to Jesus?

» Do we really listen to what Scripture says, or just read it without letting it change us?
Jesus offers healing, yes. But more than that, He offers life—real life. The question is: will
we recognize who He is and respond with faith?

Conclusion

John chapter 5 shows us that Jesus didn’t come just to perform miracles or teach good
morals. He came with divine authority, sent by the Father, to bring life to the world. Some

rejoiced in what He did. Others rejected Him because He didn’t fit into their expectations.

What about us? Are we willing to believe—and live—as if Jesus truly is who He says He

1s?

June 27

Lord of the Sabbath and Caller of the Twelve (Mark
2:23-3:19)

Sometimes we picture Jesus as a quiet teacher who gently went about His work. But in
reality, He often challenged people’s expectations—especially when it came to religious
rules and what it meant to follow God. In this part of the Gospel of Mark, we see Jesus

doing exactly that.



Let’s take a closer look at this powerful passage and what it means for us today.

Picking Grain and Pushing Boundaries

One day, Jesus and His disciples were walking through some grainfields. As they walked,
the disciples began to pick heads of grain to eat. It was the Sabbath—a day meant for rest—
and some religious leaders quickly pointed out that this was “work,” and therefore not

allowed.

But Jesus didn’t agree with their strict view of the Sabbath. He reminded them of a story
where King David and his men, when hungry, ate special bread meant only for priests. In

other words, human need took priority over ritual rules.

Then He said something even more surprising: “The Sabbath was made for people, not
people for the Sabbath.” And finally, He made a bold statement: “The Son of Man is Lord
even of the Sabbath.”

This wasn’t just about picking grain. It was about who had the authority to interpret God’s

commands. Jesus was making it clear: He had that authority.

Healing a Withered Hand

Right after that, Jesus went into a synagogue—a place of worship. A man with a shriveled
hand was there, and once again, the religious leaders were watching closely. Would Jesus
heal on the Sabbath?

Jesus asked a simple but powerful question: “Is it right to do good or harm on the Sabbath?

To save life or to destroy it?” The leaders stayed silent.

Jesus was deeply saddened by their hard hearts. In front of everyone, He told the man to

stretch out his hand—and it was healed.

Rather than celebrating the miracle, the religious leaders were furious. They began plotting
with others to find a way to get rid of Jesus.

The Crowds Keep Coming

Despite the growing opposition, Jesus’ popularity continued to grow. People came from far

and wide just to see Him. They had heard about His miracles and healing power, and many



hoped to be healed themselves.

Wherever He went, people crowded around Him. Some were sick. Others were possessed
by evil spirits. Even the demons recognized Jesus and called Him the Son of God—but He

told them to be quiet. It wasn’t time yet for everyone to fully understand who He was.

Choosing the Twelve

At this point in His ministry, Jesus took a quiet moment to go up a mountain. There, He

called twelve men to join Him in a special way.
He chose them to be His closest followers—His disciples. Their job was threefold:

1. To be with Him — to learn from His life and teaching.
2. To be sent out to preach — to share His message with others.

3. To have authority to drive out demons — to carry out God’s work in powerful ways.

Each one was called by name, including Judas Iscariot, who would later betray Him. But
for now, this group marked the beginning of a mission that would one day spread around

the world.

What This Means for Us

This passage gives us a lot to think about. Here are a few questions to reflect on:

» Are we more focused on rules or on people? The religious leaders were so caught up in
the rules that they missed the heart of God—mercy, healing, and love.

e Do we have hard hearts? Jesus was grieved when people refused to see the good He was
doing. Do we ever resist God’s work because it doesn’t fit our expectations?

o Why are we following Jesus? The crowds came for healing, but Jesus wanted more than
fans—He wanted followers who would walk with Him and live out His message.

» Are we ready to be sent? Just like the twelve disciples, we’re called not just to believe,

but to go—sharing Jesus’ love, truth, and healing with others.

Final Thoughts

Jesus didn’t just come to fix broken bodies—He came to challenge broken systems and call

people to a new way of life. In this short passage, we see Him stand up to religious



pressure, heal with compassion, and begin forming a group that would carry His message

forward.

The question now is: how will we respond? Will we be part of the crowd, or part of the

mission?

June 28
Blessed to Shine (Matthew 5:1-16)

When Jesus sat down on a hillside to teach the crowds, He wasn’t just giving advice—He
was introducing a whole new way of life. What we read in Matthew 5:1-16 is the beginning
of what’s known as the Sermon on the Mount. In this short but powerful section, Jesus talks
about what it really means to be blessed and how His followers are meant to impact the

world.

Let’s take a closer look at what He said—and what it means for us today.

A New Kind of Blessing

Jesus began by saying that certain people are “blessed.” But the people He described might
surprise us. He didn’t say the rich, powerful, or popular were blessed. Instead, He talked

about:

e The poor in spirit — those who know they need God.

e Those who mourn — people who are grieving.

e The meek — the gentle and humble.

o Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness — those who long to see what’s right.
e The merciful — those who show compassion.

e The pure in heart — those with sincere, honest hearts.

o The peacemakers — people who work for peace.

e Those who are persecuted — people who suffer for doing what’s right.

Jesus was showing us that God’s idea of blessing is very different from what the world
usually thinks. In God’s kingdom, the ones who may seem weak, small, or forgotten are

actually the ones closest to His heart.



Salt of the Earth

Next, Jesus told His followers, “You are the salt of the earth.” That might sound strange at
first, but in those days, salt was very important. It preserved food, added flavor, and was

even used in trade. In other words, salt made a difference.

Jesus was saying that His people are meant to make a difference too. We’re meant to bring
out the good in the world, help preserve what’s right, and add flavor to life with God’s love
and truth. But He also warned: if salt loses its flavor, it’s no longer useful. That’s a reminder

to stay faithful and not blend in so much that we lose what makes us different.

Light of the World

Jesus didn’t stop there. He also said, “You are the light of the world.” Light shines in

darkness. It helps people see. It brings warmth, hope, and direction.
He used a few pictures to make His point clear:

e A city on a hill can’t be hidden.
e Alamp isn’t meant to be covered up.

« Instead, light is meant to shine and help others.

Then He gave this challenge: “Let your light shine before others, so they may see your good
deeds and give glory to your Father in heaven.” In other words, the way we live should

point people to God.

What This Means for Us

Jesus’ words are simple, but they go deep. They invite us to live differently—more gently,

more honestly, more lovingly.
Here are some things to think about:

o What do we think it means to be “blessed”? Are we chasing success, or seeking the kind
of life Jesus describes?

» Are we living with purpose? Like salt, are we adding value to the people and places
around us?

e Are we shining our light? That doesn’t mean being loud or showy—but it does mean

living in a way that shows kindness, truth, and love.



« Is our faith visible? Not in a flashy way, but in real actions that help others and honor
God.

Final Thoughts

Jesus began His most famous teaching with encouragement and a challenge. He told
everyday people—people like us—that we are blessed in God’s eyes, even when life is
hard. And He reminded us that we have a role to play in the world: to bring flavor, to shine

light, and to live in a way that reflects His heart.

So today, remember: You are blessed to be a blessing. You are meant to shine.

June 29

Beyond the Rules — Jesus Redefines Righteousness
(Matthew 5:17-30)

When most people think of religion, they often think of rules—do this, don’t do that. But in
His Sermon on the Mount, Jesus showed that following God is about much more than
checking boxes. In Matthew 5:17-30, He teaches that God cares not just about what we do

on the outside, but about what’s going on inside our hearts.

Let’s take a look at what Jesus said and what it means for us today.

Jesus Didn’t Come to Cancel the Rules

Jesus started by making something very clear: He didn’t come to throw out God’s
commands. He came to fulfill them—to live them out perfectly and show what they really

mean.

He said that not even the smallest part of God’s law will disappear until everything God
wants is done. In fact, He called His followers to live in a way that went even deeper than
the religious leaders of the time. That may sound impossible—but Jesus wasn’t calling for

more rules. He was calling for real change in our hearts.

It’s Not Just About Murder—It’s About Anger



We all agree that murder is wrong. But Jesus went further. He said that even being angry

with someone, or calling them a fool, is serious in God’s eyes.

Why? Because God doesn’t just look at what we do—He sees what’s going on inside.
Hurtful words, bitterness, and grudges may not seem like a big deal to us, but they can

damage our relationships and hearts.

Jesus also said that before we bring our gifts to God—Ilike prayer, worship, or anything else
—we should make things right with others. If someone has something against us, we should

go and work things out. Peace matters to God.

It’s Not Just About Adultery—It’s About the Heart

Next, Jesus talked about another important issue: purity. He reminded the crowd that
adultery—being unfaithful in marriage—is wrong. But again, He took it deeper. Even

looking at someone with lustful thoughts, He said, is like committing adultery in the heart.

That might sound extreme, but Jesus was showing how serious sin is—even the kind that no
one else sees. He used strong images to make the point: if something causes you to sin, get
rid of it. Of course, He didn’t mean to literally hurt yourself. He was saying we should be

willing to make hard choices to protect our hearts and stay close to God.

What Does This Mean for Us?

This part of the Sermon on the Mount is challenging—but also freeing. Jesus isn’t asking us
to become perfect overnight. He’s inviting us to go deeper, to let Him shape us from the

inside out.
Here are a few ways we can respond:

o Check your heart, not just your actions. Are there places where you’re holding onto
anger or resentment? Ask God for help to forgive and seek peace.

» Take steps toward purity. What are you watching, listening to, or thinking about? Are
those things helping you grow closer to God or pulling you away?

» Take sin seriously—but don’t face it alone. Jesus wants to help us. He offers forgiveness

and strength to change.

Final Thoughts



Jesus showed that real righteousness—real goodness—goes beyond rules. It’s not just about

what people see. It’s about who we’re becoming on the inside.

His message is clear: God wants more than good behavior. He wants our hearts. And when

we follow Jesus from the inside out, that’s when real life change begins.

So today, take a moment to ask yourself:

Is my faith just on the surface, or is it shaping my heart?
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Living a Higher Way — Radical Love and Integrity
(Matthew 5:31-48)

When Jesus taught the crowds on the hillside, He wasn’t just giving rules—He was showing
them a better way to live. In this part of His Sermon on the Mount, Jesus talks about some
very real parts of life: relationships, honesty, how we treat people who hurt us, and even

how we respond to enemies.

Let’s walk through what He said and how it applies to us today.

Taking Marriage Seriously

Jesus begins by talking about marriage and divorce. In His time, divorce was often treated
lightly, and some people ended their marriages for selfish reasons. But Jesus reminds
everyone that marriage is meant to be a deep commitment—not something to walk away

from easily.

Why does this matter? Because broken promises hurt people. God’s design for marriage is
to reflect His love, faithfulness, and grace. It’s not just about a legal agreement—it’s about

two people choosing to stick together through life’s ups and downs.

Let Your Yes Be Yes

Next, Jesus talks about honesty. He says we shouldn’t need to swear on anything (like
heaven or earth) to prove we’re telling the truth. Instead, He says simply: “Let your yes be

yes, and your no be no.”



In other words, be someone others can trust. Your words should be reliable. You don’t need

to make big promises—just say what you mean and mean what you say.

Responding to Hurt with Grace

Then Jesus challenges something many people believe: “If someone hurts me, I have the

right to hurt them back.” But Jesus flips that thinking upside down.
He says:

 [f'someone slaps you, offer the other cheek.
» If someone sues you for your shirt, give them your coat too.

 [fsomeone forces you to go one mile, go two.

This doesn’t mean being a doormat. It means responding to meanness with mercy, not
revenge. Jesus is showing us a way of living that breaks the cycle of hate and hurt. It’s

about choosing kindness, even when it’s hard.

Love Your Enemies

This might be one of the most shocking things Jesus ever said: “Love your enemies and

pray for those who hurt you.”

That’s not natural. Most people love their friends and avoid (or even hate) their enemies.
But Jesus says that if we only love the people who are easy to love, we’re not doing

anything special.

God shows love to everyone, even those who ignore Him. And if we want to be like Him,
we must learn to love the hard people too—not just with words, but with real actions and

prayer.

What Does This Look Like for Us?

These teachings are big—but they’re meant to be lived out in everyday life. So ask

yourself:

e Am I keeping my promises and speaking truthfully, even in small things?
e How do I respond when someone wrongs me—do I look for revenge or try to show

grace?



« Is there someone I need to forgive or pray for, even if they’ve hurt me?

e Am I showing love even when it’s uncomfortable or costly?

Jesus calls us to something greater than just “being nice.” He invites us to a higher way of

living—a way filled with love, mercy, and truth.

Final Thoughts

Jesus ends this section by saying, “Be perfect, just like your Father in heaven is perfect.”
That might sound impossible, but He’s not talking about never making mistakes. He’s
talking about growing toward maturity—becoming more like God in the way we love and

live.

This kind of life won’t always be easy. But it’s worth it. It’s how we shine God’s light in a

world that needs healing.

So today, let’s choose the higher way:

Love more. Forgive freely. Speak honestly. Live generously.

That’s the Jesus way—and it’s the way that changes everything.
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