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August 1

Love in Action and at Rest: Lessons from the Good
Samaritan and Mary & Martha (Luke 10:25-42)

Have you ever wondered what it really means to love God and love others? In Luke 10,
Jesus gives us two beautiful and challenging stories that help answer that question. One is
about helping a stranger in need. The other is about simply sitting and listening. Together,
they show us what it looks like to live a life of love.

A Simple but Big Question
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One day, a religious expert asked Jesus, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” It sounds
like a deep question, but Jesus didn’t give a long, complicated answer. Instead, He asked the
man what he thought the answer was.

The man replied, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and love your neighbor as
yourself.” Jesus said he was right—but then the man asked a follow-up question:
“Who is my neighbor?”

He was looking for a limit. He wanted to know where his responsibility ended. That’s when
Jesus told a story.

The Good Samaritan: Love in Action

Jesus told the story of a man who was attacked by robbers and left badly hurt on the side of
the road. Two people—a priest and a Levite—saw him but walked right past. These were
religious men, the kind people expected to help, but they didn’t.

Then came a Samaritan. At that time, Samaritans were disliked and often avoided by Jewish
people. But this Samaritan didn’t walk by. He stopped. He cleaned the man’s wounds, put
him on his own donkey, took him to a place to rest, and even paid for his care.

At the end, Jesus asked, “Which of these was a neighbor to the hurt man?”
The answer was clear: the one who showed mercy.
Jesus said, “Go and do the same.”

This story reminds us that being a neighbor isn’t about who lives next door or who we agree
with. It’s about showing kindness to anyone in need—especially when it’s inconvenient or
unexpected.

Mary and Martha: Love in Quiet Devotion

Right after that, Jesus visits a village where two sisters, Mary and Martha, welcome Him
into their home. Martha gets busy preparing food and making sure everything is just right.
Mary, on the other hand, sits at Jesus’ feet, listening to His words.

Eventually, Martha gets frustrated. She asks Jesus to tell Mary to help her. But instead of
agreeing, Jesus gently says,
“Martha, you are worried and upset about many things, but only one thing is needed. Mary
has chosen what is better.”



Jesus wasn’t scolding Martha for serving—He just wanted her to see that spending time
with Him mattered more than being busy.

Two Stories, One Message

These two stories might seem very different, but they actually go hand in hand.

The Good Samaritan teaches us to love others through action—especially when it costs
us something.
Mary teaches us to love Jesus by giving Him our attention and time.

Both kinds of love are important. Jesus wants us to serve others, but He also wants us to sit
with Him, listen, and grow closer to God. It’s not one or the other—it’s both.

Living with Love and Balance

So how do we apply these lessons today?

Look around: Is there someone who needs your help, your kindness, or your time? Don’t
wait. Be the neighbor.
Look up: Are you making time to sit at Jesus’ feet—through prayer, reading the Bible, or
just being quiet with God?

Loving God and loving others doesn’t have to be complicated. It starts with an open heart
and a willing spirit.

So today, let’s remember: true love is both active and still. It serves others, and it listens to
God. And that kind of love can change the world—one act of kindness, one quiet moment at
a time.

August 2

Teach Us to Pray: Learning from Jesus’ Words About
Prayer (Luke 11:1-13)

Have you ever felt unsure how to pray or wondered if you’re doing it “right”? You’re not
alone. Even the disciples—people who walked with Jesus—asked Him to teach them how



to pray. In Luke 11, we see how Jesus responds with guidance that is both powerful and
simple.

A Simple but Meaningful Prayer

When one of the disciples asked Jesus to teach them to pray, Jesus didn’t give a long speech
or complicated instructions. Instead, He shared a short prayer that we still say today.

This prayer includes everything we really need:

Honor God – We start by remembering who God is. “Father, may Your name be kept
holy.”
Desire His ways – “Your kingdom come.” We want to live in a way that reflects God’s
goodness.
Ask for what we need – “Give us each day our daily bread.” We can trust God to provide
for today.
Seek forgiveness – “Forgive us our sins.” And we forgive others, too.
Ask for guidance – “Lead us not into temptation.” We ask God to help us make wise
choices.

This prayer reminds us that talking to God doesn’t have to be fancy or perfect. It’s about
being honest, respectful, and real.

A Story About Being Persistent

Next, Jesus tells a short story. He describes someone who goes to a friend’s house at
midnight, asking for bread. At first, the friend doesn’t want to get up. But because the
person keeps knocking, the friend finally helps.

What does this mean for us? Jesus is encouraging us not to give up when we pray. It’s okay
to ask more than once. We don’t have to be shy with God. In fact, He wants us to keep
coming to Him with our needs, big and small.

God Is a Good Father

Jesus then gives us a comforting picture: If you’re a parent, and your child asks for a fish,
would you give them a snake? Of course not! And if your child asks for an egg, you
wouldn’t give them something harmful instead.



If regular people know how to give good things to their children, Jesus says, then how
much more will God, our perfect Father, give good things—especially the Holy Spirit—to
those who ask?

This shows us God’s heart. He doesn’t just hear our prayers; He wants to respond in ways
that are good for us. He knows what we truly need and gives generously.

What This Means for Us Today

Prayer doesn’t have to be complicated. It’s about relationship, not performance. You don’t
need special words or a perfect setting. Just talk to God. Praise Him, ask for what you need,
say sorry when you’ve done wrong, and ask for strength to live well.

And when you pray, don’t give up. Keep asking. Keep seeking. Keep knocking. God hears
you, and He is always ready to respond with love, wisdom, and care.

So the next time you’re unsure how to pray, just remember the words Jesus gave us—and
trust that your good Father is listening.

August 3

Signs, Accusations, and a Call to Listen: Jesus Confronts
Unbelief (Luke 11:14-32)

Jesus had just done something incredible—He healed a man who couldn’t speak by casting
out a demon. The crowd was amazed. You might think everyone would be filled with faith
and excitement. But instead, something unexpected happened: some people began to
criticize Him, and others asked for even more proof. What follows is a powerful moment
where Jesus speaks honestly about belief, doubt, and the danger of ignoring the truth.

The Miracle That Sparked a Debate

Jesus healed a man who couldn’t talk. This was a clear and powerful act of compassion.
The crowd could see that something amazing had happened—but not everyone responded
with joy or trust.



Some people accused Jesus of using evil powers to do the miracle. Others weren’t sure what
to believe and asked Him for another sign from heaven.

It’s surprising, isn’t it? Even after seeing a miracle, they still didn’t believe. This shows us
that seeing something amazing doesn’t always lead to faith—sometimes people still choose
to doubt.

Jesus Answers Their Accusations

Jesus didn’t stay silent. He pointed out how their thinking didn’t make sense. If Satan were
casting out his own demons, his kingdom would fall apart. Why would evil fight against
itself?

Instead, Jesus explained that He was using God’s power to drive out evil. And if that’s true,
then it means something big: God’s kingdom has come close.

He then gave a picture. Imagine a strong man guarding his house. He feels safe until
someone even stronger comes and takes over. Jesus is that stronger one—He comes to set
people free from the grip of evil.

Then Jesus said something bold and clear:
“Anyone who isn’t with Me is against Me.”
There’s no middle ground. We’re either on His side or not.

A Warning About Staying Empty

Jesus gave another serious warning. He talked about what happens when someone is freed
from evil but doesn’t invite anything good to take its place. That empty space can become a
target again.

It’s like cleaning out a messy room but never filling it with anything new. Eventually, the
mess just comes back—maybe even worse than before.

His message? Don’t just remove the bad. Fill your life with God’s presence, truth, and love.

Real Blessing Comes from Listening and Obeying

In the middle of the crowd, a woman shouted out praise for Jesus’ mother. But Jesus used
that moment to make a deeper point:



“Blessed are those who hear God’s word and do what it says.”

While it’s good to honor His mother, Jesus said the true blessing comes when we listen to
God and live by His words.

The Only Sign They Would Get

Some people kept asking for more signs to prove who Jesus was. But Jesus told them they
wouldn’t get more signs—except one: the sign of Jonah.

Just like Jonah became a sign to the people of Nineveh, Jesus was a sign to His generation.
The people of Nineveh changed their ways when Jonah warned them. And the Queen of the
South once traveled far to hear Solomon’s wisdom.

But now, someone far greater than Jonah or Solomon was standing in front of them—and
many were ignoring Him.

A Choice That Still Matters Today

This moment in Jesus’ ministry is a powerful reminder that seeing isn’t always believing.
Some people saw miracles and still doubted. Others asked for more proof but ignored the
truth that was already in front of them.

Jesus invites us not just to admire what He does—but to respond. To trust Him. To follow
Him. To fill our lives with His words and live them out.

The real question for us today is this: Are we listening? And even more—are we doing what
He says?

August 4

Let the Light In: Jesus Warns Against Hypocrisy and
Guides Us Toward Truth (Luke 11:33-54)

Have you ever walked into a room with the lights off? You bump into things, stumble, and
feel unsure where to step. But when the light comes on, everything changes—you can see
clearly and move with confidence.



That’s the image Jesus uses when He talks about how we live our lives. In this part of
Luke’s Gospel, Jesus isn’t just giving advice—He’s calling people to stop hiding in the dark
and start living in the light.

Letting God’s Light Shine In

Jesus starts by talking about a lamp. When you light a lamp, you don’t hide it—you put it
somewhere it can shine and help everyone see. In the same way, God’s truth is meant to
light up our lives.

He says our eyes are like windows. If they’re healthy, full of light, then our whole life is lit
up. But if they’re unhealthy—clouded by pride, fear, or sin—then we live in darkness.

The message is simple: Let God’s truth and goodness into your life. Don’t cover it up.
Don’t shut it out. Let it guide you, just like a light in a dark room.

A Dinner Invitation—and a Surprising Conversation

A Pharisee, a religious leader, invites Jesus over for a meal. But things don’t go quite as
expected. The host is shocked that Jesus doesn’t do the usual ceremonial handwashing
before eating.

Jesus uses this moment to say something deeper. He tells the Pharisee that cleaning the
outside doesn’t matter if the inside—your heart—is full of greed and selfishness. What God
really wants is a clean heart and a generous spirit.

Warnings for the Pharisees

Then Jesus gets even more direct. He gives three strong warnings to the Pharisees:

1. You’re missing what matters most.
They follow religious rules very carefully—even giving a tenth of tiny herbs—but they
forget about justice, mercy, and love.

2. You care more about appearances.
They love being greeted with respect and honored in public, but they’re not showing true
humility or love behind the scenes.



3. You lead others in the wrong direction.
Jesus compares them to unmarked graves—people walk over them without knowing, and
end up being spiritually harmed.

These warnings aren’t about being mean—they’re about waking people up. Jesus wants
people to stop pretending and start living with honesty and love.

Warnings for the Experts in the Law

One of the law experts hears this and says, “Hey, that’s offensive to us too!” Jesus doesn’t
back down. He gives three more warnings:

1. You make life harder for others.
They pile up religious rules that are impossible to follow but don’t help anyone actually
grow closer to God.

2. You reject God’s messengers.
Their ancestors killed the prophets who spoke God’s truth—and now they’re continuing
that pattern.

3. You block the way to truth.
Instead of helping people understand God, they make it confusing or shut the door
completely.

A Final Word: Let the Light In

Jesus’ words were bold, and they made people uncomfortable—but they were true. He
wasn’t trying to embarrass anyone. He was trying to open their eyes.

God isn’t looking for perfect-looking people. He’s looking for people with open hearts.
People who let His light in. People who want to know the truth and live it out.

So here’s the question: Are you letting His light shine into your life? Are you focusing more
on what others see, or on what God sees in your heart?

Real faith isn’t about putting on a show. It’s about walking in the light, loving others, and
being honest with God.

Let the light in—and let it lead you into a life full of truth, freedom, and grace.



August 5

Fear God, Trust Him, and Don’t Be Fooled by Greed
(Luke 12:1-21)

Have you ever felt pressure to look good on the outside even when things aren’t quite right
on the inside? Or maybe you’ve worried about what others think more than what God
thinks. Jesus speaks to these kinds of struggles in a powerful way in this part of the Gospel
of Luke.

He had a massive crowd around Him—thousands of people—but He turned to His close
followers and spoke honestly about what really matters in life.

Be Real—Not Just Impressive

Jesus warned His disciples about something sneaky: hypocrisy. It’s like yeast in bread—it
starts small but quickly spreads. Hypocrisy is pretending to be something you’re not,
especially when it comes to faith.

Jesus made it clear: one day, everything that’s hidden will be brought into the open. The
things people whisper in secret will be shouted from the rooftops. That might sound scary,
but it’s really an invitation to live honestly and openly—to let your life match your words.

Fear God, Not People

We often worry about what people think of us or what they might do to us. But Jesus told
His followers not to fear people. At most, they can hurt the body, but that’s it. God, on the
other hand, sees everything and has power over both life now and forever.

That might sound intense, but Jesus also said something beautiful: God knows every
sparrow that falls to the ground, and He even knows how many hairs are on your head. In
other words—you matter deeply to God. So don’t be afraid. If He cares about birds, He
definitely cares about you.

Don’t Be Ashamed of Jesus

Jesus said that if we’re willing to speak up for Him—if we’re not ashamed to say we follow
Him—He will do the same for us in heaven. But if we deny Him, He won’t pretend He



knows us either.

Still, Jesus also understands our fears. He told His followers that when they’re in tough
situations, like standing before powerful people, they don’t need to panic. God’s Spirit will
give them the right words to say. They just need to trust Him.

Watch Out for Greed

In the middle of this teaching, someone in the crowd shouted out, asking Jesus to settle a
money problem with his brother. Instead of getting involved in the argument, Jesus gave a
warning:
“Watch out! Be on guard against all kinds of greed. Life is not about having lots of stuff.”

Then He told a story about a rich man. The man’s farm did really well, and he had more
crops than he could store. So he built bigger barns and said to himself, “Now I can take it
easy for years!”

But that very night, he died. And everything he saved up? It didn’t go with him.

Jesus called him a fool—not because he was rich, but because he spent his life storing up
things for himself and forgot about God.

What Really Matters

Jesus’ message is clear and practical:

Be real, not fake.

Trust God more than you fear people.

Stand up for your faith, even when it’s hard.

Don’t live your life chasing after money and things.

Focus on what matters to God.

Being “rich toward God” means loving Him, loving others, and living with generosity and
purpose. That’s what lasts.

So, here’s a question to think about today:
Are you spending your life building bigger barns, or are you growing closer to God?



August 6

Trust God, Stay Ready, and Be Faithful (Luke 12:22-48)

We all worry sometimes—about money, our future, or whether we’re doing enough with
our lives. Jesus knows this, and in this part of Luke’s Gospel, He speaks straight to those
concerns. His words encourage us to trust God more deeply, to focus on what really matters,
and to stay ready for His return.

Let’s take a look at what He said and how it applies to everyday life.

Don’t Worry—God Will Take Care of You

Jesus starts by telling His followers not to worry about food, clothes, or other daily needs.
He reminds them that life is about more than stuff. We often stress over things we can’t
control, but Jesus points us to nature as a reminder of God’s care.

Look at the birds—they don’t plant or store food, yet God feeds them. Look at the flowers
—they don’t work or sew clothes, yet they’re beautifully dressed. If God takes care of birds
and flowers, don’t you think He’ll take care of you too?

Jesus isn’t saying to do nothing—He’s saying don’t live in fear. God sees you. He loves
you. And He’ll provide what you need when you seek Him first.

Give Freely and Focus on What Lasts

Next, Jesus encourages us not to hold on too tightly to money or possessions. He says,
“Don’t be afraid, little flock”—a sweet reminder that we are God’s sheep, and He’s our
Good Shepherd. God loves to give us His kingdom, which is far better than anything money
can buy.

He tells us to live generously—give to those in need and store your treasure in heaven, not
just in banks or closets. Why? Because where your treasure is, your heart will be too.

Be Ready for His Return



Jesus then shares a picture: servants waiting for their master to return from a wedding. They
don’t know the exact time, but they stay alert, ready to open the door the moment he
arrives.

This is how Jesus wants us to live—awake, watchful, and ready. He says He will return, like
a thief in the night—unexpectedly. So we need to stay faithful now, not just later.

Be Responsible with What You’ve Been Given

Peter, one of Jesus’ closest friends, asks if these lessons are just for the disciples or for
everyone. Jesus responds with another story.

He describes a servant who is put in charge while the master is away. A wise servant keeps
doing what’s right, even when the master isn’t watching. But a foolish servant thinks he has
plenty of time, becomes careless, and mistreats others.

When the master returns, each servant is held accountable. Those who were faithful are
rewarded. Those who were careless face consequences.

Then Jesus says something important:
“To whom much is given, much will be required.”
In other words, if you’ve been blessed with understanding, influence, or responsibility, God
expects you to use it well.

So, What Does This Mean for Us?

Jesus’ message here is simple but powerful:

Don’t live in fear—God’s got you.
Don’t cling to stuff—live with open hands and a generous heart.
Don’t fall asleep—stay spiritually awake and alert.
Don’t waste your gifts—use them wisely and faithfully.

Life isn’t about collecting more. It’s about trusting more. Serving more. Loving more. And
always remembering that God is in control—and one day, we’ll see Him face to face.

So today, let’s trust Him, live ready, and be faithful with whatever He’s given us.



August 7

Jesus Brings Truth, Not Always Peace: Why Urgency and
Reconciliation Matter (Luke 12:49-59)

When most people think about Jesus, they picture peace, kindness, and love—and that’s
true. But in this part of Luke’s Gospel, Jesus shares something surprising. He says He didn’t
come to bring peace on earth, but division. That may sound confusing, but let’s take a closer
look at what He means.

A Fire and a Hard Mission

Jesus begins by saying that He came to bring fire to the earth. Fire in the Bible often stands
for judgment, truth, or even cleansing. He’s not talking about starting chaos—He’s talking
about something serious and powerful that will shake things up.

He also says He has a “baptism” to go through, and He’s feeling heavy about it. He’s not
talking about water baptism here. He’s talking about His suffering and death that’s coming
soon. He knows what lies ahead and how painful it will be, but He’s willing to go through it
for us.

Why His Message Divides People

Then Jesus says something even more unexpected: His coming will divide people—even
families. Parents and children, brothers and sisters, will be split because of Him.

Why? Because not everyone will agree about who Jesus is. Some will choose to follow
Him. Others won’t. And that choice can cause tension—even with the people closest to us.

Jesus isn’t trying to divide people just to make trouble. He’s being honest—His truth calls
for a response, and not everyone will respond the same way. His message is too important
to ignore or push aside.

Pay Attention to What’s Happening

Jesus then talks about how people are good at predicting the weather. If they see clouds,
they know it’s going to rain. If the wind blows a certain way, they expect heat. But when it
comes to what God is doing in the world, they miss the signs completely.



In other words, people are paying attention to everything—except what matters most. Jesus
was right in front of them, and they still didn’t see it. He’s urging them to open their eyes
and recognize the spiritual truth all around them.

Make Things Right Before It’s Too Late

Finally, Jesus gives a simple example. If someone is taking you to court, the smart thing to
do is settle the matter before you get there. Otherwise, you might end up in jail, and you’ll
stay there until you’ve paid everything.

This is about more than just legal advice. Jesus is reminding us that now is the time to make
things right—especially with God. Don’t wait. Don’t assume you have forever. Take care of
your heart, your relationships, and your spiritual life today.

The Bottom Line: Don’t Delay

Jesus’ words in this passage are urgent and clear:

His truth demands a response—even if it causes tension.
We can’t afford to be spiritually distracted or asleep.
And we need to make things right now, not later.

Jesus didn’t come to make everyone feel comfortable. He came to save us and call us to a
new way of living. That kind of message isn’t always easy—but it’s always worth it.

So today, ask yourself:
What do I need to face honestly? What steps can I take to make things right—with God and
with others?

Jesus is calling. Let’s not wait to answer.

August 8

Turning to God and Growing in His Kingdom (Luke
13:1-21)



Life can feel confusing sometimes, especially when we hear about tragedies or see unfair
things happen. In Luke 13, Jesus talks about some of these hard situations—but instead of
focusing on why bad things happen, He turns our attention to what matters most: turning
our hearts to God, growing in faith, and living with purpose.

Let’s walk through the key moments from this part of the Gospel and see what they mean
for us today.

When Bad Things Happen: A Call to Turn Back to God

Some people came to Jesus and told Him about a terrible event—some Galileans had been
killed by the Roman governor. Maybe they expected Jesus to say those people must have
done something wrong. But Jesus surprised them. He said, “Do you think they were worse
than others just because they suffered?”

Then He gave another example: a tower had fallen and killed 18 people. Again, He asked,
“Were they worse sinners than others?”

His answer? No. But He added something important: “Unless you turn back to God, you too
will perish.”

Jesus wasn’t being harsh. He was being honest. We never know how much time we have, so
we shouldn’t waste it. Instead of judging others, we should make sure our own hearts are
right with God.

A Story About a Tree That Didn’t Grow

Next, Jesus told a short story. A man had a fig tree that didn’t produce any fruit, even after
three years. He wanted to cut it down. But the gardener said, “Give it one more year. I’ll
take care of it and see if it grows.”

This is a picture of God’s patience. He gives us time to grow and change. But it’s also a
reminder that we shouldn’t take that time for granted. God wants our lives to show love,
kindness, and trust in Him—what Jesus calls “good fruit.”

Healing on the Sabbath: Mercy Over Rules

While teaching in a synagogue (a place of worship), Jesus saw a woman who had been bent
over and in pain for 18 years. He called her over, touched her, and she stood up straight!



The people were amazed—but one of the leaders got upset. He said healing shouldn’t
happen on the Sabbath, the day of rest.

Jesus replied, “You untie your animals and give them water on the Sabbath—shouldn’t this
woman be set free too?”

Everyone was quiet after that. The people were happy, but Jesus also made it clear: doing
good is always the right thing, no matter the day.

How God’s Kingdom Grows

Jesus then shared two quick word pictures about what God’s kingdom is like.

First, it’s like a mustard seed—tiny at first, but it grows into a big tree that gives shelter.
Second, it’s like yeast—just a little bit makes a whole batch of dough rise.

These pictures remind us that small things can lead to big changes. Even one act of love,
one faithful step, or one kind word can grow into something much greater when it’s part of
God’s plan.

What This Means for Us

Luke 13 reminds us of a few important truths:

We don’t always understand why hard things happen, but we do know that God calls us
to turn to Him and trust Him.
God is patient, giving us time to grow—but He also wants us to use that time well.
Showing kindness and compassion matters more than following rules for the sake of
appearance.
Even the smallest step of faith can lead to big results in God’s kingdom.

So wherever you are today—whether you feel strong, unsure, or stuck—God is inviting you
to turn to Him, grow in His love, and be part of something much bigger than yourself.

August 9

From Blindness to Sight: Seeing Jesus Clearly (John 9:1-
41)



Sometimes we take sight for granted—being able to see the people, colors, and world
around us. But in John 9, Jesus does more than just give physical sight to a blind man. He
opens the door for all of us to see something even more important: the truth about who He
is.

Let’s walk through this powerful story together.

A Man Born Blind

As Jesus walked by with His disciples, they saw a man who had been blind since birth. The
disciples immediately asked, “Who sinned—this man or his parents?” They assumed the
man’s suffering was someone’s fault.

But Jesus gave a surprising answer. He said the man’s blindness wasn’t about guilt—it was
so that God’s power could be shown. Jesus wasn’t interested in blame. He wanted to bring
healing and hope.

Healing with Mud and Faith

Jesus did something unusual. He spit on the ground, made mud with His saliva, and put it
on the man’s eyes. Then He told the man to go wash in a nearby pool called Siloam.

The man obeyed—and when he washed his eyes, he could see for the first time in his life!
Just imagine the joy and shock he must have felt. The people around him were stunned too.
Some didn’t even believe he was the same person.

But he kept telling them, “I was blind, and now I can see—because of Jesus.”

The Pharisees Start Asking Questions

The religious leaders, called Pharisees, got involved. They were upset because Jesus had
healed the man on the Sabbath, a day when no work was supposed to be done.

They questioned the man, then brought in his parents. They asked over and over how he
was healed. The man kept saying, “Jesus did it.” At one point he even said, “Do you want to
become His followers too?”

That really upset them. They didn’t like his boldness, and eventually, they kicked him out of
the synagogue.



Jesus Finds the Man Again

After all that, Jesus went looking for the man. When He found him, He asked, “Do you
believe in the Son of Man?”

The man didn’t know who that was, so Jesus told him plainly, “You’re talking to Him—it’s
Me.”

Right then, the man believed in Jesus and worshiped Him. His eyes had been opened in
more ways than one—now he saw with both physical and spiritual sight.

Who Is Really Blind?

Jesus finished the moment with a powerful message: He came to help the blind see and to
show that some people who think they can see are actually blind.

The Pharisees heard this and asked, “Are you saying we’re blind?” Jesus basically told
them, “If you really understood, you’d see your need. But because you think you already
know everything, your guilt remains.”

What This Means for Us

This story isn’t just about a miracle from long ago. It’s a reminder that:

Jesus sees us—even when others overlook or judge us.
He brings light and healing—not just to our eyes, but to our hearts.
Spiritual blindness is real—we can know a lot about religion but still miss the truth.
Faith opens our eyes—when we trust Jesus, we begin to see clearly.

So here’s the big question: Are we like the man who was healed and humbled, ready to see
and believe? Or are we like the Pharisees—certain we have all the answers, but missing the
truth right in front of us?

Jesus is still opening eyes today. Will you let Him open yours?

August 10



The Good Shepherd: Hearing the Voice of Jesus (John
10:1-18)

We live in a noisy world. So many voices tell us who we are, what we should do, and where
we should go. But in John 10, Jesus reminds us that there is one voice we can always trust
—His. He calls Himself the Good Shepherd, and we are His sheep. Let’s take a closer look
at what that means and why it matters for us today.

A Familiar Picture: Sheep and Their Shepherd

Jesus often used everyday examples to help people understand spiritual truths. In this part
of the Gospel, He talks about sheep, a shepherd, and a sheep pen. In Bible times, sheep
were kept in a safe enclosure at night, and the shepherd would lead them out to find grass
and water during the day.

The sheep knew the shepherd’s voice. When he called, they followed. But if a stranger
came, the sheep wouldn’t go with him—they’d run away. Why? Because they didn’t
recognize that voice.

Jesus tells this story to show us something important: We are like those sheep, and He is the
Shepherd who calls us by name.

Jesus Is the Gate

Next, Jesus says something surprising: “I am the gate for the sheep.” What does that mean?

In those days, shepherds would sometimes lie down across the opening of the sheep pen at
night. That way, no sheep could leave and no danger could get in without going through
them. Jesus is saying, “I am the way to safety, peace, and real life.”

He’s not just offering protection—He’s offering life to the full. A life filled with love,
purpose, and hope that goes far beyond what the world offers.

Jesus Is the Good Shepherd

Jesus then calls Himself the Good Shepherd. Not just a guide or leader—but one who
deeply loves His sheep. A hired helper might run away when wolves show up, but not Jesus.
He says clearly: “I lay down my life for the sheep.”



This isn’t just a figure of speech. Jesus knew what was coming. He would give up His life
on the cross to save us from sin and bring us back to God. He wasn’t forced—He chose it,
because of love.

And here’s something even more personal: Jesus knows His sheep by name. That means He
knows you—your joys, your struggles, your story. And He wants you to know Him, too.

One Flock, One Shepherd

Jesus also says He has other sheep—not yet in the pen—but He will bring them in too.
That’s a reminder that His love isn’t limited. It reaches across every group, background, and
culture. His goal is one big family of faith—one flock with one Shepherd.

Listening to His Voice

This story ends with a choice. There are many voices we can follow in life. But only one
leads to peace, truth, and lasting hope—the voice of Jesus.

He’s still speaking today—through His Word, through prayer, and through quiet moments
when our hearts are open. The question is: Are we listening?

Final Thought

Jesus isn’t just a good example. He’s the Good Shepherd—the one who knows us, calls us,
protects us, and gave everything for us. In Him, we find safety, purpose, and joy.

So take a moment today. Quiet the noise. And listen for His voice.

He’s calling your name.

August 11

The Narrow Door and a Heart That Longs to Welcome
(Luke 13:22-35)

As Jesus traveled toward Jerusalem, He taught crowds along the way. People were listening,
curious about His message. One person asked a serious question: “Will only a few people



be saved?”

It’s a question that still comes up today—and Jesus’ answer helps us see what really
matters.

Strive to Enter Through the Narrow Door

Jesus didn’t give a number or a list of names. Instead, He gave a strong warning:
“Make every effort to enter through the narrow door.”

In other words, don’t wait around. Don’t assume you’ll have plenty of time later. The door
to God’s kingdom is open now—but one day, it will be shut. When that happens, it will be
too late to get in.

Jesus said that many will stand outside, knocking, saying, “But we were near You! We
heard You teach!” But He’ll respond, “I don’t know you.”

Knowing about Jesus isn’t the same as knowing Him personally. He invites us into a real
relationship, not just to be spectators in the crowd.

Surprises in the Kingdom

Jesus went on to say that some people will be surprised when they see others—people they
never expected—entering God’s kingdom.

People from all over the world will come in, while some who thought they were first will be
left out.

This is a powerful reminder: God’s invitation is for everyone, not just for people with a
religious background or the “right” upbringing. What matters is how we respond to Jesus
now—with faith and humility.

A Warning and a Loving Heart

Some religious leaders warned Jesus that King Herod wanted to kill Him. But Jesus wasn’t
afraid. He knew His mission—to teach, to heal, and to give His life—would not be stopped.

Still, His heart was heavy.



He looked at Jerusalem, the city that had rejected so many of God’s messengers, and He
wept. He said,
“How often I wanted to gather your children together, like a hen gathers her chicks under
her wings—but you were not willing.”

What a beautiful and tender image! Jesus wasn’t angry. He was heartbroken. His arms were
open, but the people turned away.

An Open Door, But Not Forever

This passage reminds us that God is patient, but the invitation won’t last forever. The door
is open now. Jesus wants us to come in. He’s not trying to keep people out—He’s calling
them in with love and urgency.

But we have to choose. We can’t wait for a better time. We can’t rely on knowing about
Him. We need to know Him—trusting Him, following Him, and letting Him gather us
close.

Final Thought

Jesus is the narrow door—not narrow because He wants to exclude, but because there is
only one way to find true life, peace, and hope: through Him.

And the best news? He wants you to come in.

Don’t wait at the edge. Don’t stand outside hoping the door stays open. Step in today. He’s
ready to welcome you with open arms.

August 12

Lessons from the Table: Healing, Humility, and True
Hospitality (Luke 14:1-14)

Meals can be meaningful moments. They’re not just about food—they’re about connection,
conversation, and sometimes, learning. In Luke 14, Jesus is invited to dinner at a religious
leader’s house, and what happens around that table gives us powerful lessons about
compassion, humility, and how we treat others.



A Healing That Couldn’t Wait

The dinner took place on the Sabbath—a day set aside for rest. But when Jesus saw a man
at the meal who was sick and swollen with fluid, He didn’t ignore him. Before doing
anything, Jesus asked the religious leaders, “Is it okay to heal on the Sabbath?”

They stayed silent.

So Jesus healed the man right there. Then He turned to the group and asked, “If your child
or even your ox fell into a well on the Sabbath, wouldn’t you pull them out right away?”
Again, no one had anything to say.

Jesus was making a clear point: Helping people should never be put on hold, no matter what
day it is.

Choose the Lower Seat

Next, Jesus noticed how guests were picking the best seats at the table—trying to be in the
most important spots. So He told a short story:

Imagine being invited to a wedding. You take the best seat, but the host comes and asks you
to move because someone more important just arrived. Embarrassing, right? Instead, Jesus
said, choose a lower seat. Then, the host might come and say, “Friend, move up higher,”
and you’ll be honored in front of everyone.

His message was simple:
“If you try to lift yourself up, you’ll be brought down. But if you stay humble, you’ll be
lifted up.”

Invite Those Who Can’t Pay You Back

Then Jesus turned to the host. He said, “When you throw a party, don’t just invite friends,
family, and rich neighbors who can return the favor. Instead, invite the poor, the sick, and
those who can’t pay you back.”

That kind of kindness doesn’t always get noticed by people—but God sees it. Jesus
promised that those who show love like that will be rewarded in heaven.



A Table for Everyone

Jesus used this dinner gathering to show what really matters to God:

Healing those who are hurting
Staying humble, not showing off
Loving people who may never return the favor

He turned a simple meal into a moment of truth.

Final Thought

It’s easy to care only for those who can give something back. But Jesus invites us to live
differently—to be generous with our time, attention, and kindness, especially toward those
who are often forgotten.

Next time you sit at a table, remember Jesus’ lessons:
Look for someone to help. Choose humility. And make room for everyone—especially
those who have nothing to give but everything to gain.

August 13

The Invitation and the Cost: Saying Yes to Jesus (Luke
14:15-35)

Imagine being invited to a big celebration—a beautiful feast prepared just for you. The food
is ready, the seats are set, and the host is waiting. That’s the picture Jesus painted when He
told a story about God’s kingdom. But this story comes with a twist, and it carries a
message we all need to hear: the invitation is open, but saying “yes” means giving our
whole hearts.

A Banquet with Empty Seats

Jesus told a story about a man who planned a great banquet. He invited many guests, but
when everything was ready, they started making excuses. One said he had just bought a
field. Another had new oxen to try out. A third said he had just gotten married.



In today’s words, they were all too busy.

So the host got upset—not because he needed them to eat his food, but because they didn’t
value the invitation. So he sent his servant to find others—the poor, the sick, the outcasts.
He even sent them to the roads and country lanes to invite strangers.

Jesus’ point was clear: God’s invitation is for everyone, but not everyone will accept it.
Some will walk away, distracted by their own plans. Others—often the ones left out by
society—will come in with joy.

Following Jesus Means Putting Him First

After the parable, Jesus turned to the large crowds that were following Him. He said
something surprising: “If you want to follow Me, you must love Me more than your family,
your plans, even your own life.”

That doesn’t mean we should stop loving our families or taking care of responsibilities. But
it does mean that Jesus must come first.

He gave two examples to make His point:

A person who wants to build a tower but doesn’t plan ahead. If they run out of money
halfway through, the project ends in failure.
A king who faces a stronger enemy. If he doesn’t think it through, he’ll lose the battle.

In both examples, the message is simple: Don’t start something serious unless you’re ready
to finish it.

Following Jesus isn’t a light decision. It means choosing to trust Him completely, even
when it’s hard.

Be Like Salt That Makes a Difference

Jesus ended with a final picture: salt.

Salt is useful—it adds flavor and preserves food. But if it loses its taste, it’s not good for
anything.

In the same way, Jesus wants His followers to live in a way that makes a difference. If we
claim to follow Him but don’t truly live like it, our faith loses its strength.



Final Thought: Come to the Table, and Bring Your Whole Heart

Jesus offers an invitation to everyone—to come, to belong, to find life in Him. It’s a gift,
not something we earn. But it also comes with a challenge: we can’t just accept it halfway.

To follow Jesus means trusting Him fully, giving Him first place in our lives, and walking
with Him every day.

So, will you say yes to the invitation? And if you do—will you bring your whole heart?

August 14

God’s Joy in Finding the Lost: Two Stories of Love and
Celebration (Luke 15:1-10)

Have you ever lost something important—your keys, your phone, or maybe even a favorite
piece of jewelry? You probably stopped what you were doing and searched everywhere
until you found it. And when you finally did, you felt relieved and happy.

That’s exactly the kind of joy Jesus talks about in Luke 15 when He shares two short but
powerful stories. These stories aren’t really about sheep or coins—they’re about people and
the deep love God has for each of us.

People Were Watching—and Judging

At the start of the chapter, Jesus is surrounded by tax collectors and people known for doing
wrong. They were listening to Him, wanting to be near Him. But the religious leaders didn’t
like it. They said, “Why does He welcome these kinds of people?”

Instead of arguing, Jesus told two simple stories to explain what God is really like.

Story One: The Lost Sheep

Jesus said, imagine a shepherd has 100 sheep, but one of them goes missing. What does he
do? He leaves the 99 in the open field and goes looking for the one that’s lost.

When he finds it, he doesn’t scold it or push it away. Instead, he puts it on his shoulders,
carries it home, and throws a party with his friends because he’s so happy the sheep is safe.



Jesus said this is what heaven is like. God celebrates more over one person who turns back
to Him than over 99 who never strayed.

Story Two: The Lost Coin

Next, Jesus told the story of a woman who had 10 silver coins. One goes missing. She lights
a lamp, sweeps the house, and searches carefully until she finds it.

When she finally sees that lost coin, she calls her friends and neighbors and says, “Come
celebrate with me! I found it!”

Again, Jesus said, this is how heaven feels when just one person who was far from God
comes home.

What Do These Stories Mean for Us?

These stories are simple, but they teach something big: God loves each and every person
deeply. No one is forgotten. No one is too far gone. When someone who’s wandered away
comes back to God—even if it’s just one—there is joy and celebration in heaven.

It doesn’t matter how broken someone’s life is. It doesn’t matter what mistakes they’ve
made. God searches for the lost, and when they’re found, He’s not angry—He’s joyful.

Final Thought: You Matter to God

Maybe you’ve felt lost at times—like you didn’t belong, or you’d messed up too much.
These stories are here to remind you that God hasn’t forgotten you. He’s still searching. He
still cares. And when you turn back to Him, He welcomes you with open arms and a joyful
heart.

And if you already know His love, these stories remind us to see others the same way—to
care for the ones who feel forgotten, and to celebrate every time someone finds their way
home.

August 15



The Father’s Love: A Story of Forgiveness and Grace
(Luke 15:11-32)

Jesus often told stories to help people understand what God is like. One of His most
powerful stories is about a father and his two sons. It’s often called the story of the Prodigal
Son, but really, it’s a story about a loving father—and how he responds to both a son who
walks away and a son who stays but struggles to show grace.

Let’s look at this story together.

A Son Who Walked Away

The story begins with a younger son asking his father for his share of the inheritance. In
their culture, this was like saying, “I don’t want to wait for you to die—I want your money
now.”

Surprisingly, the father agrees.

The son leaves home, takes the money, and spends it all on wild living. He parties, wastes
everything, and ends up broke and hungry. With no friends left and a famine in the land, he
gets a job feeding pigs—something deeply shameful in his culture. He’s so hungry, he even
wishes he could eat the pigs’ food.

That’s when he realizes something: even the servants at his father’s house live better than
this. So he decides to go home. He plans to tell his father, “I’ve messed up. I don’t deserve
to be called your son. Just let me be a servant.”

A Father Who Runs to Forgive

As the son walks home, still rehearsing his apology, the father sees him from far away. He
doesn’t wait. He runs toward his son, throws his arms around him, and kisses him.

Before the son can finish his speech, the father calls for the best robe, a ring, sandals, and a
feast. He tells everyone, “My son was lost, and now he’s found! Let’s celebrate!”

There’s no lecture. No punishment. Just love and joy.

This is how God sees us. Even when we’ve made mistakes or gone far from Him, He
doesn’t hold it against us. He welcomes us back with open arms.



A Brother Who Didn’t Understand

While the party is going on, the older brother comes home. He hears music and dancing and
asks what’s going on. When he finds out his brother is back and that their father is throwing
a party, he gets angry.

He refuses to go inside.

He tells his father, “I’ve worked hard all these years. I never got a party. But your son
comes back after wasting everything, and you throw him a feast?”

The father gently replies, “You’ve always been with me. Everything I have is yours. But it’s
right to celebrate. Your brother was lost—and now he’s found.”

A Story for All of Us

This story speaks to all kinds of people:

Maybe you feel like the younger son—you’ve made mistakes and wonder if God still
wants you.
The answer is yes. He’s waiting with open arms.

Maybe you relate to the older son—you’ve tried to do the right thing but find it hard to
forgive or celebrate others.
God gently invites you to join in the joy, too.

At the heart of the story is a father who loves both sons. He goes out to meet each of them
—one coming from far away, the other standing just outside the door. That’s how God loves
us: deeply, patiently, and generously.

Final Thought: Come Home, and Celebrate Others Who Do

God’s love doesn’t run out. Whether you’ve wandered far or stayed close but feel unseen,
He sees you, loves you, and invites you into His joy.

The question is: Will we accept His love—and will we share it with others?

August 16



Faithful with Little: What Jesus Teaches About Money,
Trust, and True Riches (Luke 16:1-18)

Jesus often taught using stories that made people stop and think. One of those stories is
found in Luke 16, and it’s all about a man who gets into trouble at work—and how he finds
a smart way out of it. But more than that, it’s a lesson about being wise, honest, and faithful
with what we’ve been given.

Let’s take a look at what happens and what it means for us today.

A Story About a Clever Manager

Jesus tells a story about a rich man who hears that his manager is wasting money. So, he
calls the manager in and tells him he’s about to lose his job. The manager panics—he’s not
strong enough to do hard labor, and he doesn’t want to beg. So he comes up with a plan.

Before he’s officially fired, he goes to the people who owe his boss money and reduces
their bills. He’s hoping they’ll be grateful and welcome him into their homes once he’s out
of work.

Surprisingly, the boss praises him—not for being dishonest, but for being smart and
thinking ahead.

What Does This Mean?

Jesus explains that while the manager in the story wasn’t exactly honest, he was wise in
planning for his future. Jesus says that we should also think ahead—not just about life now,
but about eternity.

He encourages us to use the money and things we have in this life to do good, help others,
and make a lasting impact. These things matter more than piling up wealth for ourselves.

Trust Starts Small

Jesus goes on to say that if we can be trusted with small things, we can be trusted with
bigger ones. But if we’re not honest or careful with little things—like money—how can we
expect to handle greater responsibilities?



This reminds us that everything we have is a gift from God. He wants to see how we
manage it, even if it’s not much. Are we generous? Are we honest? Are we using it wisely?

You Can’t Serve Two Masters

Then Jesus makes it very clear: you can’t serve both God and money. One will always win
your heart. It’s not wrong to have money, but if money becomes the most important thing in
our lives, it can pull us away from God.

We’re meant to serve God first, and use money as a tool—not the other way around.

The Pharisees Didn’t Like That

Some religious leaders who loved money heard Jesus talking and made fun of Him. But
Jesus saw right through them. He said, “You try to look good on the outside, but God sees
your heart.”

It’s a strong reminder that God cares more about what’s inside—our intentions, our honesty,
our love for Him and others—than how wealthy or successful we seem on the outside.

A Word About Commitment

Jesus also talks briefly about how God’s laws still matter. He uses marriage as an example
to show how serious commitments are to God. He isn’t changing the rules—He’s calling
people to live faithfully and honor God in every area of life.

Final Thoughts: What Are You Doing with What You’ve Been Given?

This part of Luke challenges us to think about how we use what we’ve been given—our
time, our money, our influence. Are we using it to love others, serve God, and make a
difference?

It’s not about having a lot. It’s about being faithful with whatever you have.

So today, take a moment to ask yourself:
Am I being faithful with what I’ve been given? Am I using it in a way that honors God and
blesses others?

If the answer is yes, keep going. And if not, it’s never too late to start.



August 17

A Tale of Two Lives — What Really Matters in the End
(Luke 16:19-31)

Jesus told many stories to help people see things from God’s perspective. One of His most
powerful stories is about two very different men—one rich, one poor—and what happened
to them after they died. It’s a story that goes beyond money. It’s about compassion, choices,
and what matters most in life.

Let’s walk through this story and see what we can learn.

Two Men, Two Very Different Lives

Jesus begins by describing a rich man. He wore the finest clothes and lived in luxury every
single day. Everything he wanted, he had. He probably had a beautiful home, plenty of
food, and lots of comfort.

Outside his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus. He was covered with sores and had
nothing. He was so hungry that he longed to eat the scraps that fell from the rich man’s
table. No one helped him—only the dogs came and licked his sores.

It’s a painful picture. One man had more than enough, and the other had nothing. But the
story doesn’t end there.

What Happened After They Died

Eventually, both men died. Lazarus, the poor man, was carried by angels to a place of peace
and comfort, beside Abraham—a sign of great honor and blessing. The rich man also died,
but he ended up in a place of suffering.

From where he was, the rich man could see Lazarus far away, resting peacefully. In pain, he
called out and asked Abraham to send Lazarus to dip his finger in water and cool his
tongue. But Abraham gently explained that the rich man had his good things during life,
while Lazarus had nothing. Now, things had changed.

There was also a deep gap between them—one that couldn’t be crossed.



A Plea for His Family

Realizing he couldn’t help himself, the rich man begged Abraham to send Lazarus to his
family—to warn his five brothers so they wouldn’t end up like him. But Abraham said,
“They already have the teachings of Moses and the prophets. They should listen to them.”

The rich man argued, “But if someone came back from the dead, they would believe!”
Abraham replied, “If they won’t listen to God’s word, they won’t be convinced even if
someone rises from the dead.”

What Does This Mean for Us?

This story isn’t just about two men from long ago. It’s a message for all of us. Here are a
few things to think about:

How we treat others matters. The rich man didn’t go to the bad place because he was
rich. He went because he ignored someone in need who was right in front of him.

We already know what God wants. The Bible shows us how to live with kindness, love,
and generosity. We don’t need a special sign—we just need to listen and obey.

Now is the time to choose. The rich man waited until it was too late. Jesus wants us to
live wisely and lovingly today, while we still have time to make a difference.

Final Thought

This story reminds us that true riches aren’t found in money, clothes, or comfort—but in
love, compassion, and a heart that listens to God. We may not have the power to change the
whole world, but we can care for the people right outside our own doors.

Who around you might need a kind word, a helping hand, or a little attention? Jesus calls us
not just to believe—but to act with love.

August 18

When Jesus Delays — Trusting God in the Waiting (John
11:1-36)



Have you ever asked God for help and felt like the answer didn’t come soon enough?
Maybe you’ve waited for healing, direction, or some kind of breakthrough—and all you
heard was silence. You’re not alone. In one of the most touching stories in the Bible, we see
that even people close to Jesus experienced this kind of waiting.

Let’s take a closer look at the story of Lazarus, Mary, and Martha.

A Cry for Help

Lazarus, a dear friend of Jesus, was very sick. His sisters, Mary and Martha, sent a message
to Jesus, asking Him to come quickly. They had seen what Jesus could do. They believed in
His power. They knew He could heal Lazarus.

But Jesus didn’t come right away.

In fact, He waited two more days before heading out. He told His disciples, “This sickness
won’t end in death. It will bring glory to God.” That probably didn’t make sense to anyone
at the time, especially not to Mary and Martha, who were watching their brother suffer.

A Dangerous Trip

When Jesus finally said it was time to go to Lazarus, His disciples were worried. Going
back to Judea was risky. Some people there had tried to harm Jesus before. But Jesus made
it clear: He was going, and He knew what He was doing.

One of the disciples, Thomas, said something bold: “Let’s go too, even if we die with Him.”
That shows just how serious the situation felt.

Martha’s Honest Faith

By the time Jesus arrived, Lazarus had already been dead for four days. Martha came out to
meet Jesus and said something that many of us can relate to: “Lord, if you had been here,
my brother wouldn’t have died.” Her words were honest. She was hurting.

But she also added, “Even now, I know God will give you whatever you ask.”

Jesus responded with something beautiful: “I am the resurrection and the life.” He reminded
her that death isn’t the end when He is involved. He asked if she believed, and Martha said
yes. Even in her sadness, she held on to faith.



Mary’s Grief

Mary then came to Jesus, and she was heartbroken. She said the same thing her sister had:
“If you had been here, my brother wouldn’t have died.” Mary fell at Jesus’ feet, crying. The
people around her were also crying.

Jesus didn’t lecture them. He didn’t rush past their pain. Instead, He was deeply moved.

Jesus Weeps

One of the most powerful moments in this story is also the shortest verse in the Bible:
“Jesus wept.”

He knew He was about to raise Lazarus from the dead. But He still took time to feel the
sorrow around Him. He cried with the people. He showed them—and us—that God isn’t
distant or cold. He feels our pain. He walks with us through it.

When people saw Jesus crying, they said, “See how much He loved him.” And that’s true.
Jesus loved Lazarus—and He loves us too.

A Savior Who Understands

This story reminds us that even when it feels like God is slow to respond, He is never late.
He sees what we can’t see. He knows what He’s doing.

And while we wait, He doesn’t leave us alone. He meets us in our sorrow. He listens to our
honest words. He cares deeply. He weeps with us.

So if you’re waiting right now, wondering if God hears you, remember this: Jesus didn’t
ignore Mary and Martha. He didn’t forget about Lazarus. And He hasn’t forgotten about
you either.

His timing may not match ours—but His love never fails.

August 19



From Miracles to Malice: The Rising Tension (John
11:37-57)

Sometimes, the most powerful moments in life don’t bring people together—they reveal
where we truly stand. That’s exactly what happens in John 11:37–57, right after Jesus raises
Lazarus from the dead.

This part of the Bible shows us how people respond differently to the same miracle. Some
are amazed and believe in Jesus. Others get scared and start planning how to get rid of Him.
Let’s take a closer look at what happens.

The Crowd’s Mixed Reactions (John 11:37–40)

When Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead, many people are in awe. But not everyone is
impressed. Some in the crowd ask, “Couldn’t He who opened the eyes of the blind man
have kept this man from dying?”

In other words, if Jesus is so powerful, why did He let Lazarus die in the first place?

This kind of reaction is familiar even today. When we see something amazing or difficult to
explain, we often respond with doubt or criticism instead of wonder and trust. Jesus doesn’t
get defensive. Instead, He gently reminds them: “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you
will see the glory of God?”

A Powerful Prayer and a Miracle (John 11:41–44)

Before calling Lazarus out of the tomb, Jesus prays out loud. He does this so the people
around Him will understand that He is sent by God. Then, with a loud voice, He says,
“Lazarus, come out!”—and Lazarus walks out, alive.

This isn’t just a miracle—it’s a sign. Jesus is showing that He has power even over death.
And He does it in a way that points to God, not to Himself.

A Divided Crowd (John 11:45–46)

After witnessing this miracle, many people believe in Jesus. But not everyone. Some go
straight to the Pharisees, the religious leaders of the time, to report what happened.



This shows us something important: seeing a miracle doesn’t always lead to faith.
Sometimes people are so focused on what they want to believe, they miss the truth right in
front of them.

A Dangerous Plot (John 11:47–53)

The religious leaders are worried. They’re afraid that if more people follow Jesus, the
Romans will come and take away their power and their temple. So they hold a meeting and
decide Jesus has to die.

Caiaphas, the high priest, says something that sounds like a political move: “It’s better for
one man to die than for the whole nation to be destroyed.” But without realizing it, he
speaks a deeper truth. Jesus really will die for the people—not to protect their position, but
to save their souls.

Jesus Steps Back—for Now (John 11:54–57)

After this, Jesus no longer walks openly in public. He leaves the area and spends time in a
quiet town called Ephraim with His disciples.

Meanwhile, Passover is coming. People wonder if Jesus will show up in Jerusalem. The
religious leaders give clear instructions: if anyone sees Him, they should report it. They’re
ready to arrest Him.

The tension is building. The cross is getting closer.

What Can We Learn from This?

This passage gives us several important things to think about:

People respond to Jesus in different ways. Some believe, some doubt, and some even
become hostile. The same is true today.
Fear can lead us to make harmful choices. The leaders were more afraid of losing control
than they were interested in truth.
God is always in control. Even as people plot against Jesus, God’s plan to save the world
is moving forward.

Bringing It Home



We all face a choice when it comes to Jesus. Will we believe, even when we don’t
understand everything? Will we trust Him, even when it challenges our comfort or plans?

John 11:37–57 reminds us that Jesus’ miracles point to something much bigger—God’s
desire to bring life, not just for Lazarus, but for all of us. The question is: how will we
respond?

August 20

Faith, Forgiveness, and Gratitude (Luke 17:1-19)

Following Jesus isn’t always easy, but it’s always worth it. In one short passage, Jesus
teaches His followers how to live with responsibility, faith, humility, and gratitude. These
lessons aren’t just for ancient times—they’re still powerful and practical today.

Let’s take a look at what Jesus teaches and how it speaks to our everyday lives.

Take Responsibility for Others

Jesus begins by warning His disciples about causing others to stumble in their faith. He’s
especially concerned about those who are new or struggling. He makes it clear: we have a
responsibility to help others grow, not trip them up.

That’s something to think about. Whether we realize it or not, our words and actions can
affect the faith of those around us. Jesus wants us to be people who build others up, not tear
them down.

Learn to Forgive Again and Again

Jesus then talks about forgiveness. If someone does wrong and comes back saying “I’m
sorry,” we’re supposed to forgive—not just once or twice, but every time.

Forgiving like that is tough. It’s not about ignoring pain or pretending everything’s okay.
It’s about choosing to release anger and let God heal our hearts. Forgiveness isn’t always
easy, but Jesus says it’s necessary if we want to follow Him.

Even a Little Faith is Powerful



After hearing this, the disciples ask Jesus to increase their faith. Maybe they felt like we
often do: unsure we have enough faith to live the way Jesus teaches.

But Jesus tells them that even a tiny bit of faith—like a mustard seed—is enough. It’s not
about having perfect or huge faith. It’s about trusting the right Person. When we put even
small faith in Jesus, God can do amazing things.

Serve with a Humble Heart

Jesus shares a story about a servant who comes in from working in the field and continues
to serve his master. His point? Following God isn’t about earning rewards or applause.
Serving is simply what we’re called to do.

This reminds us that being a Christian is not about showing off or proving ourselves. It’s
about being faithful in the big and small things. Our job is to serve God with love and
humility, knowing that He sees and values every act of obedience.

Don’t Forget to Say Thank You

As Jesus continues His journey, He meets ten men suffering from a terrible skin disease.
They call out for help, and Jesus heals them all. But only one of them turns around to say
thank you.

That one man was not only healed, but he was also praised for his faith. The others missed
an opportunity to connect with Jesus through gratitude.

How often do we cry out to God when we need something—but forget to thank Him when
the answer comes? Gratitude isn’t just good manners. It’s a way to show our love and trust
in God.

Bringing It All Together

In just a few scenes, Jesus gives us a picture of what a faithful life looks like:

Care for others. Your influence matters.

Forgive freely. Even when it’s hard.

Trust God. Even small faith is powerful.



Serve humbly. It’s not about impressing others.

Be thankful. Don’t forget to return and give thanks.

These lessons may seem simple, but they take a lifetime to live out. Thankfully, we’re not
alone—Jesus walks with us every step of the way.

What’s one way you can live out these lessons today? Maybe it’s forgiving someone,
serving quietly, or simply stopping to say “thank you” to God. Whatever it is, trust that even
small steps of faith can lead to big changes.
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The Kingdom Is Coming: What Jesus Teaches About
Being Ready (Luke 17:20-37)

Have you ever wondered when God’s Kingdom will come? That’s exactly what some
religious leaders asked Jesus one day. But instead of giving them a date or pointing to signs
in the sky, Jesus gave them a surprising answer—and a powerful lesson for all of us.

Let’s take a look at what Jesus said and what it means for us today.

God’s Kingdom Isn’t About Location—It’s About the Heart

When asked when the Kingdom of God would come, Jesus replied that it’s not something
you can see with your eyes or find on a map. He said, “The Kingdom of God is in your
midst.”

In other words, God’s Kingdom isn’t just about future events or dramatic signs. It begins
wherever people welcome God into their hearts and lives. It’s about letting God lead you,
right here and now.

When Jesus Returns, Everyone Will Know

Later, Jesus spoke to His disciples about a future time—when He would return. He said it
will happen suddenly and clearly, like a flash of lightning lighting up the sky.



This means we don’t need to chase after every news story or rumor that claims Jesus has
returned. When He comes back, it will be unmistakable. Everyone will know.

Don’t Get Distracted by Signs

Jesus also warned His followers not to get caught up in chasing signs or listening to people
who say, “He’s over here!” or “He’s over there!” Instead of focusing on outside noise, Jesus
wants us to stay faithful, focused, and grounded in Him.

It’s easy to get distracted in a noisy world. But Jesus calls us to keep our eyes on Him and
live in a way that’s always ready—no matter what.

What We Can Learn from the Past

Jesus reminded His disciples about two stories from the Old Testament: Noah and Lot.

In Noah’s day, people were living their normal lives—eating, drinking, getting married—
when the flood suddenly came. In Lot’s day, people were working and building, when fire
suddenly destroyed the city.

Jesus’ point is this: life will seem normal right up until the moment He returns. That’s why
we need to be ready every day—not just when we think something big is coming.

Let Go of What Holds You Back

Jesus also gave a strong warning: don’t turn back. He said to remember Lot’s wife, who
looked back and was lost.

That’s a reminder for us not to get too attached to the things of this world—our stuff, our
status, or even our routines. If we’re holding on too tightly to things that don’t last, we
might miss what truly matters.

Each Person Must Choose

Jesus explained that when He returns, there will be a clear difference—even between people
who seem close. Two people could be doing the same thing, and one will be taken while the
other is left.



This shows that faith is personal. Each of us has to choose for ourselves whether or not to
follow Jesus. No one else can make that decision for us.

What It All Means for Us Today

So what can we take away from this teaching? Here are a few key reminders:

God’s Kingdom starts now. It begins in the heart when we choose to follow Jesus.

Jesus will return. We don’t know when, but we do know it will be sudden and obvious.

Live ready. Stay close to Jesus and don’t get distracted by things that won’t last.

Let go of the past. Don’t turn back to things that pull you away from God.

Make it personal. Following Jesus is a choice we each must make.

Final Thought

Jesus didn’t tell us all this to scare us—He told us so we’d be ready. He wants us to live
with purpose, hope, and a heart that’s prepared.

If Jesus came back today, would you be ready? The good news is, you can be. All it takes is
a heart that’s open and a life that’s willing to follow Him.
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Two Parables, One Message: How to Pray with Faith and
Humility (Luke 18:1-14)

Prayer is one of the most personal ways we connect with God. But how should we pray?
What kind of heart does God listen to? In Luke 18, Jesus tells two short stories that give us
powerful answers.

Let’s walk through these parables and discover what they teach us about prayer, faith, and
how to approach God.

The Story of the Persistent Widow



Jesus begins with a story about a widow who keeps asking a judge for justice. This judge
doesn’t care about people, and he doesn’t care about doing what’s right. But the widow
doesn’t give up—she keeps coming back, asking again and again.

Eventually, the judge gives in. Not because he wants to do the right thing, but because he’s
tired of hearing from her!

Jesus uses this story to make a point: if even an unfair judge can give in to persistence, how
much more will a good and loving God answer our prayers? God isn’t annoyed by our
requests—He invites us to keep coming to Him.

The lesson? Don’t give up. Keep praying. God is listening, even when it feels like nothing
is happening.

God Always Listens with Care

Jesus goes on to say that God will bring justice to those who cry out to Him day and night.
That means He hears every prayer—even the quiet, desperate ones we whisper in the
middle of the night.

Sometimes it feels like we’re waiting a long time for answers. But Jesus reminds us that
God’s timing is perfect. He sees what we don’t. And He’s not ignoring us—He’s working
things out for our good.

The Story of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector

Next, Jesus tells another story about two men who go to the temple to pray.

The first man is a Pharisee—a religious leader. He stands proudly and thanks God that he’s
not like other people. He lists all the good things he does and looks down on others.

The second man is a tax collector—a person most people disliked at the time. He doesn’t
even look up. He simply says, “God, have mercy on me. I’m a sinner.”

Jesus says it’s the tax collector—not the proud Pharisee—who goes home right with God.

Why? Because God values humility. He isn’t impressed by proud words or religious show-
offs. He listens to the person who knows they need Him and speaks from the heart.

God Lifts Up the Humble



Jesus finishes with a powerful truth: “Those who lift themselves up will be brought down,
but those who humble themselves will be lifted up.”

In other words, if we come to God full of pride, thinking we have it all together, we miss
what really matters. But if we come honestly, admitting our need for Him, God welcomes
us with open arms.

What We Can Learn

These two stories may be short, but they teach us a lot about prayer:

Keep praying, even when it’s hard. God hears your voice.

Be honest and humble. Don’t pretend to be perfect—God wants the real you.

Trust God’s timing. He is good, even when you’re still waiting for an answer.

Final Thought

Prayer isn’t about having the right words or proving how good we are. It’s about bringing
our hearts to God—again and again—with faith and humility.

So whether you’re feeling strong or struggling, bold or broken, remember: God is ready to
listen. Just keep praying—and come as you are.
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Lessons on Commitment and Childlike Faith (Mark 10:1-
16)

Have you ever wondered what it really means to stay committed? Or what it takes to be part
of God’s kingdom?

In Mark 10:1–16, Jesus teaches two powerful lessons—one about the importance of
faithfulness in marriage, and another about the kind of heart that truly pleases God. These
lessons are just as relevant today as they were when Jesus first spoke them.

Let’s walk through this passage and see what we can learn.



Jesus Talks About Divorce

As Jesus traveled through the region of Judea, large crowds gathered around Him. The
religious leaders, called the Pharisees, came to test Him with a tricky question: “Is it right
for a man to divorce his wife?”

At the time, people had different opinions about when divorce was okay. Some thought it
was allowed for almost any reason, while others believed it was only acceptable in serious
cases. The Pharisees wanted to trap Jesus in this debate.

But Jesus didn’t fall into their trap. Instead, He asked them what Moses (from the Old
Testament) had said. They replied that Moses allowed divorce. Then Jesus explained that
this permission was given because of people’s hard hearts—not because it was what God
truly wanted.

Jesus pointed back to the very beginning, to how God created marriage. He said:

“God made them male and female… The two will become one flesh. So they are no longer
two, but one. Therefore, what God has joined together, let no one separate.” (Mark 10:6–9)

In simple terms, Jesus was saying that marriage is meant to be a lifelong promise. God’s
original plan was for a man and a woman to become one and stay united. Divorce wasn’t
part of that plan.

Later, when Jesus was alone with His disciples, He told them more clearly that divorcing
and marrying someone else is like committing adultery. These were strong words, showing
how seriously God takes the promise of marriage.

Jesus Welcomes the Children

Right after this serious conversation about marriage, something beautiful happens.

People began bringing their children to Jesus so He could bless them. But the disciples tried
to stop them. Maybe they thought Jesus was too busy or that the children weren’t important
enough.

But Jesus was upset with the disciples. He said:

“Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them, for the kingdom of God belongs to
such as these.” (Mark 10:14)



Then He added something even more surprising:

“Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will
never enter it.” (Mark 10:15)

Wow. Not only did Jesus welcome the children, but He also said we need to become like
them if we want to be part of God’s kingdom.

So what does that mean?

Children are often trusting, humble, and full of wonder. They know they need help and
aren’t afraid to ask for it. That’s exactly the kind of heart God is looking for—one that trusts
Him completely, without pride or pretense.

Then Jesus took the children in His arms and blessed them. This moment shows His
tenderness, love, and how much He values every person—no matter how small or
overlooked.

What We Can Learn Today

1. God Values Commitment

Marriage is more than a legal contract—it’s a promise before God. While life is
complicated and relationships can be hard, Jesus reminds us to take our commitments
seriously and seek God’s help to stay faithful.

2. Rules Aren’t the Goal—Hearts Are

The Pharisees focused on the rules, but Jesus cared about the heart behind them. God wants
our relationships to reflect love, faithfulness, and forgiveness—not just legal correctness.

3. God’s Kingdom Belongs to the Humble

To be part of God’s family, we don’t need to have all the answers. We need to come to Him
like children—open, trusting, and ready to receive.

Final Thoughts

Mark 10:1–16 teaches us that God cares deeply about our relationships and about the kind
of heart we bring to Him. Whether it’s in our marriages, friendships, or our faith journey,



God calls us to be faithful—and to trust Him like a child.

So ask yourself:

Am I honoring my commitments the way God intended?
Am I approaching God with humility and trust, like a child?

The good news is that Jesus doesn’t just teach these things—He also welcomes us with
open arms, just like He did with the little children.
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One Thing You Lack — The Story of the Rich Young
Man (Mark 10:17-30)

Have you ever felt like you were doing all the right things, but something still felt missing?
That’s exactly what happened to a man who came running to Jesus one day. His story is
found in Mark 10:17–30, and it teaches us something powerful about following Jesus with
our whole hearts.

A Good Question

The story begins with a man running up to Jesus and asking a big question:

“Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” (Mark 10:17)

This man was rich, young, and respectful. He genuinely wanted to know how to live forever
with God. Jesus started by reminding him of some of the Ten Commandments — things like
not stealing, lying, or hurting others.

The young man said, “I’ve kept all these since I was a boy.” That’s pretty impressive! But
Jesus saw deeper.

One Thing You Lack

Jesus looked at the man with love and said something surprising:



“One thing you lack: Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” (Mark 10:21)

Wow. That was a hard thing to hear. Jesus wasn’t just giving him another rule — He was
inviting him to let go of what was holding him back and follow Him completely.

Sadly, the man walked away disappointed. He had a lot of money, and he just couldn’t let it
go.

What Was the Real Problem?

Jesus didn’t say that having money is a sin. But in this man’s case, his wealth was standing
between him and God. He followed the rules, but he loved his possessions more than he
loved God.

Jesus then turned to His disciples and said something that shocked them:

“It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to
enter the kingdom of God.” (Mark 10:25)

That sounded impossible! But Jesus quickly added:

“With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God.” (Mark
10:27)

In other words, only God’s power and grace can truly save us—not our money, our good
deeds, or our reputation.

Peter Speaks Up

Peter, one of Jesus’ closest followers, reminded Jesus, “We’ve left everything to follow
you!” And Jesus reassured them:

“No one who has left home or family or fields for me and the gospel will fail to receive a
hundred times as much in this present age… and in the age to come, eternal life.” (Mark
10:29–30)

Jesus was saying: Whatever you give up for Me, I will more than make up for it.

What This Means for Us



This story challenges all of us to look at our hearts:

1. Are we holding on to anything more tightly than we’re holding on to Jesus?
2. Are we just following the rules, or are we truly following Him?
3. Are we willing to trust God with everything — even the things we love most?

Following Jesus might mean giving up some things — comfort, control, or even
relationships — but He promises that what we gain in return is far greater.

Final Thoughts

The rich young man came looking for eternal life but walked away sad because he couldn’t
let go of his stuff. Let’s not make the same mistake. Jesus still calls people today with the
same invitation:

“Come, follow Me.”

It might cost you something — but in Jesus, you gain everything.

August 25

God’s Grace and Jesus’ Journey (Matthew 20:1-19)

Have you ever looked at someone else’s life and thought, “That’s not fair”? Maybe they
seemed to get more—even though you worked harder or followed all the rules. If so, you’re
not alone. Even Jesus’ closest followers struggled with this.

In Matthew 20:1–19, Jesus tells a surprising story that turns our idea of fairness upside
down. Then He shares something deeply personal—His own journey toward suffering and
death. These two parts may seem different, but together, they give us a powerful message
about grace, humility, and love.

Let’s take a closer look.

A Story That Surprises Everyone

Jesus tells a story about a vineyard owner who needs workers. He goes out early in the
morning and hires some men. They agree to work for the usual day’s wage. Later, the owner



returns again and again—at 9 a.m., noon, 3 p.m., and even 5 p.m.—and hires more people.

At the end of the day, he pays everyone the same amount—even the people who only
worked one hour!

The workers who started early are upset. “We worked all day in the hot sun—why are they
getting the same as us?”

The landowner responds kindly but firmly:

“Didn’t you agree to work for that amount? I’m not being unfair. I’m being generous. Can’t
I do what I want with my own money?”

Then Jesus adds this thought:

“The last will be first, and the first will be last.”

It’s a strange ending—but it teaches a big lesson.

What This Parable Means for Us

This story isn’t really about a vineyard. It’s about God’s grace—the way He loves and
blesses people.

Here are some simple but powerful takeaways:

God’s grace isn’t earned.
The workers didn’t get paid based on hours. Just like eternal life isn’t something we earn
by being “good enough”—it’s a gift.
God is generous—and that’s a good thing.
He has the right to bless people however He chooses, even when it doesn’t match our
idea of fairness.
Comparison steals our joy.
The early workers were fine—until they started comparing. Don’t let comparison distract
you from God’s goodness in your life.
God’s kingdom doesn’t work like the world.
In our world, people fight to be first. In God’s kingdom, the “last” are lifted up, and
those who humble themselves are honored.

Jesus Heads Toward the Cross



Right after telling this story, Jesus does something deeply personal. As they travel toward
Jerusalem, He pulls His disciples aside and says:

“We are going to Jerusalem. The Son of Man will be handed over… He will be mocked,
beaten, and crucified. But on the third day, He will rise again.”

This is the third time Jesus tells them about His coming death. But this time, it’s more
detailed. He knows what’s coming—but He keeps moving forward.

Why? Because of love. Jesus isn’t just telling us about grace—He’s making it possible.

What These Two Moments Teach Us Together

The story of the vineyard and Jesus’ prediction of His death may seem unrelated—but they
go hand-in-hand.

Grace is free—but it’s not cheap.
The landowner in the parable is generous—but Jesus shows us that this generosity cost
Him everything.
God’s love flips our expectations.
Whether it’s paying the last workers first or a King willing to die on a cross, Jesus shows
us that God’s way is often the opposite of ours.
True greatness is found in humility and sacrifice.
Jesus is the greatest example of this. He deserved honor—but chose the cross, for our
sake.

How This Speaks to Us Today

Here are a few ways we can respond:

Stop comparing.
You don’t need to measure your blessings against someone else’s. God sees you and
knows what you need.
Be thankful for grace.
Whether you’ve followed Jesus for years or just started today, the reward is the same:
eternal life with Him.
Follow Jesus’ example.
Just like He walked toward the cross with love and courage, we’re called to live with
humility, generosity, and trust in God.



Final Thoughts

God’s grace isn’t always “fair” in the way we expect—but it’s better. It’s generous. It’s
surprising. And it’s for everyone.

Jesus knew what was coming, but He chose the path of suffering so that we could receive a
gift we could never earn.

So today, let’s stop striving to be “first,” and instead rest in the grace of a God who gives
freely, loves deeply, and walks with us every step of the way.

Reflection Question:
Is there an area in your life where you’ve been comparing or striving to earn what God
wants to give you freely?
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True Greatness and Healing Faith (Mark 10:35–52)

In Mark 10:35–52, we find two stories that teach us powerful lessons about humility,
service, and faith. Let’s break them down together in a simple way.

A Bold Request from James and John

James and John, two of Jesus’ closest disciples, came to Him with a big request. They said,
“Teacher, we want you to do whatever we ask.” That’s already quite bold! Jesus replied
kindly, asking, “What do you want me to do for you?”

They answered, “Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory.” In
other words, they wanted the top two positions next to Jesus in heaven.

Jesus told them they didn’t really understand what they were asking for. He explained that
following Him meant going through suffering and sacrifice. Then, Jesus gave an important
teaching: Greatness in God’s kingdom isn’t about power or position. It’s about serving
others.



He said, “Whoever wants to be great among you must be your servant… For even the Son
of Man [Jesus] did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many.”

Lesson: True greatness isn’t about being in charge—it’s about helping and caring for others.
Even Jesus, the Son of God, came to serve people, not to be served.

Blind Bartimaeus Receives Sight

As Jesus was leaving Jericho with a large crowd, a blind man named Bartimaeus was sitting
by the road, begging. When he heard that Jesus was passing by, he began to shout:
“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”

People told him to be quiet, but he shouted even louder. He didn’t let anything stop him
from calling out to Jesus.

Jesus heard him and stopped. He told the people, “Call him.” So they brought Bartimaeus to
Jesus. Then Jesus asked him the same question He had asked James and John:
“What do you want me to do for you?”

Bartimaeus replied, “I want to see.” And Jesus said,
“Go, your faith has healed you.” Immediately, Bartimaeus could see, and he followed Jesus
along the road.

Lesson: Bartimaeus teaches us about bold, persistent faith. He believed Jesus could help
him, and he didn’t give up. Jesus heard him, responded with love, and gave him healing.

Two Big Questions, One Loving Savior

It’s interesting that Jesus asked the same question—“What do you want me to do for
you?”—to both James and John, and Bartimaeus. But their answers were very different.
James and John asked for honor; Bartimaeus asked for healing.

Jesus showed us that He listens patiently to both kinds of requests. But He also teaches us
what really matters: not seeking greatness for ourselves, but living with faith, humility, and
a heart to serve.

Final Thought:
When we come to Jesus, He always listens. Whether we’re asking for healing like



Bartimaeus or struggling with pride like James and John, Jesus gently guides us toward a
life of purpose, service, and trust in Him.
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Two Stories, One Message: Seeking Jesus and Using
What He Gave Us (Luke 19:1–27)

In Luke 19:1–27, we find two powerful stories that teach us about grace, change, and
responsibility. First, we meet a man named Zacchaeus who has a life-changing encounter
with Jesus. Then, Jesus tells a parable (a story with a spiritual meaning) to teach an
important lesson about how we should use what God gives us.

Zacchaeus Meets Jesus

Jesus was passing through the town of Jericho, and a crowd had gathered to see Him. One
of the people in the crowd was Zacchaeus, a tax collector. In those days, tax collectors were
disliked because they often took more money than they were supposed to and kept it for
themselves. Zacchaeus was rich, and many people didn’t like him.

But Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus. There was just one problem—he was short and couldn’t
see over the crowd. So he climbed up a sycamore tree to get a better view.

To everyone’s surprise, when Jesus walked by, He looked up at Zacchaeus and said,
“Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.”

Zacchaeus quickly came down and welcomed Jesus with joy. But the crowd was upset.
They muttered, “Jesus is going to be the guest of a sinner?”

Then something amazing happened. Zacchaeus stood up and said,
“Look, Lord! I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anyone, I will
pay back four times the amount.”

Jesus responded,
“Today salvation has come to this house… For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the
lost.”



Lesson: Zacchaeus didn’t let his past or his reputation stop him from reaching out to Jesus.
And Jesus didn’t reject him—instead, He offered love and friendship. Real change began
when Zacchaeus welcomed Jesus into his life.

The Parable of the Ten Servants

Right after Zacchaeus’ story, Jesus told a parable. He wanted people to understand that the
kingdom of God was not coming immediately—and that while they waited, they had work
to do.

He told about a nobleman who went to a distant country to be crowned king. Before he left,
he gave ten servants each one coin (called a mina) and said, “Put this money to work until I
come back.”

When he returned as king, he called the servants to see what they had done with the money.
One servant had earned ten more coins and was praised. Another had earned five. But one
servant had done nothing with the money. He had hidden it, afraid to lose it.

The king was not pleased. He took the coin away from that servant and gave it to the one
who had ten. Then Jesus ended the parable with a strong warning about rejecting the king’s
rule.

Lesson: Jesus gives each of us gifts—time, talents, opportunities, and resources. He wants
us to use them well, not hide them or waste them. Faithfulness means making the most of
what He’s given us, no matter how small it seems.

Two Stories, One Heart

These two parts of Luke 19 show us different sides of our relationship with Jesus:

Zacchaeus shows us that no one is too far gone for Jesus to reach. No matter our past, we
can be forgiven and changed.
The parable reminds us that while we wait for Jesus to return, we have a job to do. We
are called to live faithfully, using our gifts to serve Him and others.

Final Thought:
Jesus sees us—even when we’re hiding in the crowd or climbing trees to find Him. And He



calls us to come close, be changed, and live with purpose. Let’s not waste what He’s given
us. Let’s use it to make a difference.
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Honoring Jesus with What We Have (John 12:1–11)

In John 12:1–11, we read a powerful story about love, worship, and how people responded
to Jesus—some with devotion, others with jealousy.

A Dinner for Jesus

The story begins six days before the Passover, the time when Jesus would soon give His life
for the world. Jesus comes to the town of Bethany, where His friend Lazarus lived. Lazarus
was the man Jesus had raised from the dead (John 11), and now he’s alive and well.

To celebrate, a dinner is held in Jesus’ honor. Martha is serving the food, and Lazarus is
sitting at the table with Jesus. It’s a picture of friendship and thankfulness.

Mary’s Gift

During the meal, Mary, the sister of Martha and Lazarus, does something surprising and
beautiful. She takes a jar of expensive perfume—made of pure nard—and pours it on Jesus’
feet. Then, she wipes His feet with her hair.

The whole house fills with the sweet smell of the perfume.

This was a huge act of love and worship. That perfume was worth about a year’s wages.
Mary gave Jesus something very valuable, not because she had to, but because she loved
Him deeply. She wanted to honor Him in the best way she could.

Criticism from Judas

But not everyone was happy. Judas Iscariot, one of Jesus’ disciples (and the one who would
later betray Him), complained. He said, “Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money
given to the poor?”



That might sound like a good point—but John tells us Judas didn’t really care about the
poor. He was in charge of the group’s money, and he often stole from it.

Jesus gently tells Judas to leave Mary alone. “She has kept this for the day of My burial,”
He says. Jesus knows His time is short. Mary may not understand everything yet, but her
act of love points forward to His death and burial.

A Divided Crowd

Meanwhile, many people are coming to see Jesus—and also Lazarus, who had been raised
from the dead. Because of this, more people are believing in Jesus.

But the religious leaders are upset. They’re even planning to kill Lazarus, because his life is
leading people to follow Jesus.

What Can We Learn?

This short passage teaches us a lot:

Mary gave what she had to honor Jesus. It was costly, but she didn’t hold back. When we
love Jesus, we can honor Him by giving Him our best—our time, our talents, our
worship.
Judas focused on money and appearances. Sometimes people talk like they care, but their
hearts are in the wrong place. Jesus sees through that.
Jesus accepted Mary’s gift and protected her. He welcomes our love, even if others don’t
understand it.
Following Jesus can bring division. Lazarus’s life was a testimony, and it made people
either believe or get angry. When we follow Jesus, not everyone will like it—but we can
still stand firm.

Let’s ask ourselves: Are we like Mary, giving our best to Jesus with love? Or are we like
Judas, pretending to care while holding back our hearts?

No matter where we are, Jesus invites us to come close, believe in Him, and live a life that
honors Him.

August 29



The Humble King and the Cleansing of the Temple
(Matthew 21:1–17)

This part of the Bible tells the story of Jesus entering Jerusalem like a king—and then
taking a bold stand in the temple, God’s house. It shows both His gentleness and His
strength, His love and His authority.

Jesus Enters Like a King

As Jesus and His disciples come close to Jerusalem, He tells two of them, “Go to the next
village. You’ll find a donkey and her colt (young donkey). Bring them to Me.”

This might seem like a strange request. But it was actually part of a prophecy—a message
from God that had been written hundreds of years earlier. It said that Israel’s king would
come “gentle and riding on a donkey.”

Jesus wasn’t riding a war horse. He wasn’t coming with swords and soldiers. He was
coming in peace, as a humble King.

When Jesus enters the city, a large crowd gathers. People spread their cloaks and palm
branches on the road, shouting:

“Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” (Matthew 21:9)

They’re celebrating Jesus like He’s their long-awaited King—and He is. But not everyone
understands what kind of King He came to be.

Jesus Cleans Out the Temple

After this exciting entrance, Jesus goes straight to the temple. This is where people came to
pray and worship God. But when Jesus gets there, He sees something very wrong.

There are people buying and selling things—turning God’s house into a marketplace. Some
are even cheating people who came to worship.

Jesus doesn’t stay quiet. He turns over the tables and drives out the sellers. He says:



“My house will be called a house of prayer,
but you are making it a den of robbers.” (Matthew 21:13)

This shows us something important: Jesus is loving and gentle, but He also stands up for
what is right. He wants worship to be honest and pure.

Healing and Praise

Right after this, blind and lame people come to Jesus in the temple—and He heals them.
The children in the temple start shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David!”

The religious leaders see all this, and they get upset. They don’t like how much attention
Jesus is getting.

But Jesus reminds them that even children know how to worship God. He accepts their
praise, showing that He truly is the Messiah—the Savior sent by God.

What Can We Learn?

This story shows us many important things:

Jesus is the King—but not like the world expects. He comes in humility, not pride. He
brings peace, not war.
Worship matters to Jesus. He wants our churches and hearts to be places of prayer, not
greed or selfishness.
Jesus heals and welcomes the weak. In the temple, He cared for the blind, the lame, and
the children. He still does today.
Not everyone understood Him. Some praised Him. Others rejected Him. The same is true
now—but Jesus remains the true King either way.

A Simple Reflection

Is Jesus King in your life? Are there “tables” in your heart that need to be cleared out—
things that distract you from loving God? Do you come to Him like the children did, with
simple praise?

Take time today to welcome Jesus into your life, not just with words, but with real faith and
honest worship.
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We Want to See Jesus – A Message of Light and Life
(John 12:20-36)

Have you ever had a moment when you truly wanted to understand who Jesus is? In John
12:21–36, a group of people came with that exact desire. They told one of the disciples,
“Sir, we want to see Jesus.” This request sparked a deep and powerful response from Jesus
— one that still speaks to us today.

A Simple Request, a Deep Answer

Some Greeks had come to Jerusalem for the Passover festival, and they approached Philip,
one of Jesus’ disciples, with a simple request: “We want to see Jesus.” These were people
from outside the Jewish community, yet they were drawn to Jesus. This shows that Jesus’
message was for everyone — not just one group of people.

When Jesus heard about this, He said something surprising:

“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.”

This meant that it was almost time for Jesus to suffer and die on the cross. But instead of
focusing on the pain, He spoke of it as a time when He would be “glorified.” Why? Because
through His death, Jesus would bring life to many.

A Seed That Dies to Give Life

Jesus used a simple picture to explain what was about to happen. He said:

“Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains alone. But if it dies, it
produces many seeds.”

Just like a seed must die in the soil to grow into a plant and bear fruit, Jesus had to give up
His life so others could receive eternal life. His sacrifice would open the way for people
everywhere — including those Greeks — to truly see and know Him.

Following Jesus Means Letting Go

Jesus also said something important for anyone who wants to follow Him:



“Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world
will keep it for eternal life.”

This doesn’t mean we should hate ourselves, but rather that we shouldn’t cling to the things
of this world — like comfort, popularity, or success — if they keep us from following
Jesus. True life comes when we let go of our own way and choose God’s way.

A Voice from Heaven

As Jesus talked about what was coming, He admitted that His soul was troubled. The cross
would not be easy. But instead of asking God to save Him from it, Jesus prayed:

“Father, glorify Your name.”

Right then, a voice came from heaven, saying, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.”
The crowd was amazed — some thought it was thunder, others thought an angel spoke. But
Jesus said the voice wasn’t for His sake — it was for theirs. God wanted them to understand
something big was happening.

Walk in the Light While You Can

Jesus ended this moment with a final challenge:

“Walk while you have the light… Believe in the light, so that you may become children of
light.”

Jesus is the Light of the world. While He was physically present, people had the chance to
walk with Him, listen to Him, and believe in Him. But even now, we are invited to do the
same. When we believe in Jesus, we step out of darkness and into His light. We become
“children of light” — people who reflect His goodness and truth.

Final Thoughts

The Greeks said, “We want to see Jesus.” Maybe that’s your desire too. The good news is,
you can see Him — in His words, His actions, and most of all, in the cross. He came to
bring light, life, and hope to the whole world — and that includes you.

So, will you walk in His light today?
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The Light Rejected (John 12:37-50)

As Jesus came closer to the end of His public ministry, He had performed many miracles—
healing the sick, feeding thousands, raising the dead. Yet, something surprising happened:
many people still didn’t believe in Him.

John 12:37–50 gives us a powerful look into the human heart, God’s plan, and Jesus’ deep
desire for people to be saved. Let’s walk through this passage together.

So Many Miracles, Yet So Much Unbelief

Even after Jesus did so many amazing signs, people still refused to believe in Him. John
writes, “Even after Jesus had performed so many signs in their presence, they still would
not believe in him.”

Why? This rejection wasn’t just random—it was actually something the prophet Isaiah had
spoken about long before. He had asked, “Lord, who has believed our message?” (Isaiah
53:1). Sometimes, even the clearest truth can be missed when hearts are closed.

Hearts That Wouldn’t Listen

John explains that people couldn’t believe because their hearts had become hard. This was
also something Isaiah had warned about. He said God would “blind their eyes and harden
their hearts” (Isaiah 6:10).

It sounds harsh, but here’s the idea: after many chances to listen and believe, some people
chose to reject the truth. Over time, their hearts grew more closed, and they couldn’t see the
light anymore.

John also says something amazing—Isaiah saw Jesus’ glory when he had his vision of God.
This reminds us that Jesus isn’t just a good teacher; He is the glorious Son of God.

Secret Believers—Afraid to Speak Up

Some leaders actually did believe in Jesus—but they didn’t say so out loud. They were
afraid of being kicked out of the synagogue and losing their status. John tells us why: “They



loved human praise more than praise from God.”

That hits close to home, doesn’t it? Sometimes we care more about what people think than
what God thinks. But faith isn’t meant to be hidden. It takes courage to stand up for Jesus,
especially when others might judge or reject us.

Jesus’ Final Call to Believe

This section includes Jesus’ last public words before the events of the cross begin. His
message is full of hope and urgency:

Believing in Jesus is the same as believing in God.
He came to bring light, so no one has to live in darkness.
He didn’t come to judge, but to save.
But rejecting His words brings judgment—not now, but in the end.
Everything Jesus said came straight from God and leads to eternal life.

Jesus wasn’t interested in condemning people. He wanted to rescue them. But He made it
clear—there comes a time when each person must choose whether or not to believe.

What This Means for Us Today

This passage still speaks clearly to us. Here are a few things to think about:

Are we ignoring the signs of God at work around us? Sometimes we look for more
proof, but maybe we already have enough.
Are we afraid to stand up for our faith? Like the secret believers, we might struggle with
fear of rejection—but God’s approval matters more.
Are we walking in the light? Jesus came to lead us out of the darkness. Trusting Him is
the first step.

Final Thoughts

Jesus’ last public words are filled with love, urgency, and truth. He came to bring light, not
judgment. But light must be received—otherwise, we stay in the dark by choice.

Today, He still invites us to believe, follow, and live in that light. Don’t wait. Choose the
light while you still have the chance.
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